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Student cycles for homeless
Bike & Build joins Habitat for
Humanity and other groups
to help the poor.
ASHLEY CARRIS

Officials
address
Clemson
President Barker
evaluates and discusses
academic, social affairs.

STAFF WRITER

While most students will be working this summer, Rachel Mollica will be
cycling across America to raise awareness
and funds for affordable housing.
Beginning on May 20, Mollica will
leave from Virginia Beach, Va., to cycle
the course of 4,000 miles to end in
Cannon Beach, Ore. on July 25. Along
the journey, Mollica will stop each night
and stay in the area the next day helping
build houses before setting off for another
destination. Instead of staying in fancy
hotels after a long, hard day of cycling,
Mollica's group is put up every night by
the communities with host families or in
church fellowship halls.
Originally a runner, Mollica will
make the cross-country journey with a
pack of 26 other cyclists through a nonprofit organization called Bike & Build.
Over the past four seasons, Bike & Build
has contributed $752,804 to housing
groups to fund projects that young adults
ages 18 to 24 plan and carry out. For the
summer of 2007, the group has set a goal
of an additional $360,000+. Bike & Build
works with other organizations, such as
Habitat for Humanity, to make the public
aware of affordable housing and to build
homes for people in the community in
need. "Our cyclists get to ride across the
country in a unique way," said Amelia
Hanley, director of Bike & Build. "Along
the way people ask them questions,
which is a great way to spread the word
about affordable housing."
To participate, Mollica had to raise
$4,000, and these proceeds go towards
gaining media attention for affordable
housing and funding the housing projects Bike & Build participants execute.
"This money helps on several fronts: we
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donate part of it to specific organizations
or chapters, and others work on a grant
system," said Hanley. "Under the grant
system, the groups benefiting from the
affordable housing can apply through
Bike and Build. The grant applications are
delivered to the grant-based trips during
the ride, and the riders on those trips vote
on which groups receive money and how
much to allocate to each group."
When she was a freshman, Clemson
student Joe Godsey came to Mollica's
class to discuss his experiences from Bike
& Build, which he had participated in the
summer before. "As a construction science major, this really appealed to me,"
said Mollica. "Plus, I had always helped
with Habitat for Humanities projects
every year."
Mollica's friends support her enthusiasm and dedication to spend the summer
cycling for a good cause, plus they have
helped raise awareness for her trip by
starting groups on Facebook and a Web
site. "Rachel really cares about people
and this trip combines a lot of her interests, such as physical activity, serving
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At lunchtime on Tuesday,
Feb. 27, local businesspeople, city
officials and University representatives gathered in the Madren
Center to hear the Fourth Annual
State of Clemson Address.
Will Huss, chairman of the
Chamber of Commerce, opened
the event with a welcoming message, a prayer and the pledge of
allegiance. He also introduced
President James Barker, who
spoke about the "state of affairs of
Clemson University."
To begin with, Barker noted
a few positive evaluations from
outside
sources:
Kiplinger's
magazine ranked Clemson 28th
for best value of public universities, while U.S. News and World
Report ranked Clemson in the top
30 as a public school.
Secondly, he talked about
how the individuals in the university are changing. The most
recent freshman class brought in
the second highest SAT average
ever (1217), and more than 4,200
students took the opportunity to
transfer into Clemson through
the new bridge program. The
PhD program is growing, 100
new faculty members joined the
University last year and the hon-

see BICYCLE, page A8

A LITTLE FINE TUNING: Much equipment
preparation goes into planning for Bike & Build.

see ADDRESS, page A8
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A NICKEL OR A DIME: Students collected monetary donations in bicycle helmets
at a fund raiser held at Familiar Grounds. The money is used for Mollica's journey.

Student debt increases, payoff solutions evolve
Money presents a challenge
for students as tuition
continues to rise.
BLAIRE KOBLISKI
STAFF WRITER

TOM HAMILTON ~l.il:

LIFEGUARD ON DUTY: Senior Noah Parker monitors
the pools at Fike to earn his income for school.

No
one
walking
around
Clemson's campus can deny that a
college education is one of the best
investments money can buy, but is the
cost of a higher education beginning
to cost students more than if s worth?
Today's bachelor degree recipients
earn 80 percent more than those with
only a high school education, averag-

ing a total of $1,000,000 in earnings
over a lifetime in the work-force. And
while the labor market is growing
increasingly more reliant on knowledge-based jobs that require a college
degree, the number of individuals
available to fill those positions is
beginning to decline.
Why during a time when higher
education is so readily available to the
masses are fewer and fewer individuals taking advantage of its benefits?
Money: covering the costs of higher
education gets harder every year.
According to the Education
Department, some 39 percent of
student borrowers graduate with
unmanageable levels of debt. The
Project on Student Debt reports that
college students who attend school
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in South Carolina will graduate with
an average debt of $17,719, ranking
23rd highest in student debt. Current
Clemson students will graduate with
an average debt of $15,730.
Despite the individual, economic
and social benefits of higher education, individual students are shouldering an increasing share of the cost. But
what is making college so costly?
Over the past two decades,
undergraduate student loans have
supplanted grant aid as the primary
way that students are financing their
college education. In July of 2006, the
government passed a law allowing the
Stafford loan, the main source of federal student loans, to fix their interest

see DEBT, page A8
WEEKEND FORECAST
FRIDAY: Partly Cloudy
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SATURDAY: Cloudy
60/47
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Students travel to the Bahamas for break
Alternative Spring Break
plans involve work
and relaxation.
MELISSA WHITSON
STAFF WRITER

When signs of springtime
begin to appear, most students
abandon all thoughts of academia
and turn their attention to formulating the most wildly exciting
Spring Break plans possible. And
while the majority of college students will head for the infamous
beaches of the Gulf Coast, a group
of Clemson students have opted
to devote their time off to the less
raucous initiative of a mission trip
to the Bahamas.

Sponsored by Clemson's
Wesley Foundation (CW), the
endeavor will take 32 students to
the rural, family-oriented island
of Eleuthera. The trip, which is
designed to be a spiritually-enriching experience, has been described
as a mission, a retreat, a spiritual
pilgrimage and a study abroad
opportunity all fused into one.
To ensure the trip is a success,
the volunteers have been working since last semester to divide
the tasks of attending fundraising
opportunities, organizing supplies,
planning devotional activities and
working out logistics — all while
getting to know each other better
in preparation for the trip.
For many of those going,
Spring Break 2007 will mark the
first time they have been exposed
to cultures outside the United
States where cell phones and

Sperry shoes are far from the
norm. Junior Ryan Spurrier, who
will travel to the Bahamas for the
second time this spring, recalls
how his first experience opened
his eyes to a different way of life. "I
received a crash course in life while
in the West End," he said. "It was a
course based on a set of beliefs that
tell us to slow down and put our
all into worship and not worry as
much about staying ahead of the
Joneses."
Reverend Lane Glaze, Campus
Minister of CW and head coordinator for the mission trip, understands the importance of providing
opportunities for college students
to step outside of their comfort
zones and experience different
ways of life. "When I first came to
Clemson in 2001," he said, "I knew
that I wanted to provide students
with the same kind of experience

COURTSEY OF CLEMSON WESLEY FOUNDATION

DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE, YOU'RE IT!: While not all of the time spent on their trip is devoted to
work, Clemson volunteers take time to relax and play games with the Bahamian people.

that I had in college."
Six years later, countless students have been a part of reaching
that goal. Since the spring of 2003,
more than 150 students and other
volunteers have traveled to the
Bahamas on one of the four CWsponsored mission trips, while
more than 600 students have volunteered their time in places such
as the Lowcountry Sea Islands and
post-Katrina New Orleans.
While the areas of Nassau and
Freeport are known as prime tourist destinations, the remaining 95
percent of the Bahamian islands
suffer from high poverty levels
and sub-standard housing.
CW first began its Bahamian
mission initiative in the spring
of 2003 working on the island of
Eleuthera. With support from the
Methodist Habitat organization
and its director Shaun Ingraham,
the team of 30 volunteers spent
a week building and repairing
homes, churches, public facilities
and other local buildings throughout the island. A year later, a group
of 45 returned to Eleuthera to
continue working with Methodist
Habitat
while
strengthening
relationships with the local communities.
In 2005, it was decided that a
team of 44 would travel to Grand
Bahama Island and spend time
working within the West End
community repairing the damages of hurricanes Jeanne and
Frances. "As I began to see the
destruction, I realized it was more
widespread than anything I'd seen
back home."
While
construction-related
work is a large part of the mission
trip's objectives, it is certainly not
the endeavor's only purpose. This
year, as in years past, students
will be volunteering at schools,

organizing activities for children,
working in clinics and worshipping with local churches. "From
the very beginning it was our goal
to engage the people, churches
and communities as much as we
could," said Rev. Glaze.
When not working on laborintensive projects, CW volunteers
are making an impact elsewhere
on the islands. During the first
mission trip, the group established
connections with a Haitian refugee church in the local village of
Palmetto Point. CW has continued
to strengthen its relationship with
the church and hopes to connect
with the church's pastor and
congregation when they return
this Spring Break. Also, in the
summer of 2003, CW purchased
and shipped two school buses to
the islands to provide a means of
transportation for groups such as
CW that spend time volunteering
on the island.
As the date for this year's trip
grows closer and final arrangements are made, the team members are beginning to realize the
significance of their initiative.
Freshman Jennifer Rahn is looking
forward to what she describes as a
"perfect opportunity."
"By spending my spring break
on the mission trip," Rahn said,
"I hope to use both my passion
to serve God and my love to help
others. I'm certain that this trip will
be one. if the greatest and most fulfilling experiences of my life."
Rev. Glaze knows from experience that Rahn may not be the only
one drastically affected. "I always
tell participants going on these
trips not to go if you want to come
back the same person," he said.
"The people of the Bahamas are
beautiful, spirit-filled people with
much to teach us Americans."
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Spring break:
staying close to home
by Emily Sparr and Caroline Rash Graphic by Ross Kucsera

ATHENS
1 hour and 30 minutes
Athens is the place to go if you want to
listen to live bands and chill out. The 40 Watt
Club will be hosting a variety of bands over
spring break. On March 20, you can catch the
nationally popular indie band, The Walkmen.
On March 22, Dark Meat, a popular local band,
will be playing with Hope for A golden summer and Drakkar Sauna. If you enjoy their song
in the Outback Steakhouse commercial, Of
Montreal will be headlining on March 23. Also
on Friday, March 24 at the Georgia Theater,
Same As It Ever Was will cover Talking Heads
songs. All these concerts range from only $10 to
$15 and offer a variety of music for everyone's
tastes. For a different musical experience, check
out local phenomenon, 8-Track Gorrilla at the
Georgia Bar. For this show on March 16, a local
man sings cover songs to an 8-track, karaokestyle, all while wearing a gorilla suit. Before
checking out the music, you can mingle with
friends at one of the coffee houses or bars. At

Max Canada, you can challenge a friend to a
game on the Nintendo Wii, which is projected
on a nearly 20-foot wide screen. When looking
for something to eat, grab a delicious burger at
Clocked!, an Athens hangout.
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ASHEVILLE
1 hour and 57 minutes
Take a scenic drive up to Asheville for a mountain retreat. Snuggled between the Blue Ridge,
Great Smoky and Black Mountains, Asheville
is city of the arts and nature. The Asheville Art
Museum will be presenting the Make It New:
Western North Carolina Artists Exhibition. The
collection includes works by local artists such
as Steve Brown, Ralph Burns and Lisa Jones.
Climbing and hiking are fun and healthy ways to
get outside and enjoy nature during your spring
break. Looking Glass Rock offers a 500-foot rocky
face mountain for climbing enthusiasts. Also, a
little south of Asheville, you can cool off at Sliding
Rock. Sliding Rock is a 60-foot natural waterslide
which is an exhilarating ride for any age. Hiking
trails are scattered throughout the mountains and
can be found around every corner. Some of the
most popular hiking trails are in Chimney Rock
Park, the Craggy Gardens, Mount Pisgah and the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail. For dinner,
Zambra Wine and Tapas serves Spanish and North
African dishes and has the best wine selection in
town. Hookah Joe's, a shisha bar on Commerce
Street, is a great place to unwind and mingle with
friends while trying some of the many sheesha
flavors. At night, The Orange Peel is the place to
go for live music and to join a young crowd. On
March 17, Band of Horses will be performing at
The Orange Peel. Then on Saturday, March 24, it
will be presenting Corey Smith, an indie country
singer-songwriter. Tickets range from $10 to $20
and all shows start at 8 p.m. Asheville is the perfect place to enjoy food, art and music after a day
of outdoor adventures.

CHARLESTON
4 hours and o minutes

$

ATLANTA
Z hours and 7 minutes
Fast paced Atlanta offers a variety of activities for college students who want to experience a big city atmosphere. Atlanta is
best known for its exciting nightlife. If you are looking for a club
scene, head to Midtown. Here, The Compound, Shout and The
Lotus Lounge offer a serene atmosphere where you can mingle
with your friends while relaxing on oversized couches, next to a
water element or under the stars. If you want to party like a rock
star and dance all night, check out Club 112, Aiko or Fever. All of
the clubs have a charge at the door but offer a discounted or free
admission if you visit their Web site. Looking for a more relaxing
time in Atlanta? The Centennial Park is an oasis in the city where
you can listen to live music and enjoy a peaceful walk through
nature. The World of Coca Cola museum is a tasty way to spend
an afternoon. Guided tours show the history of the company and
they offer samples of different Coca Cola products from around the
world. For students interested in the arts, Duckbill Studios is offering an open house on March 22 from 6 to 10 p.m. Local artists will
give glass-blowing demonstrations throughout the evening. Ever
wonder what your parents enjoyed about those Pink Hoyd laser
shows? Check out The Best of Floyd Laser Show at the Fabulous
Fox Theatre Atlanta on March 16th at 8 p.m. In the spirit of St.
Patrick's Day, Atlanta will host its annual St. Patrick's Day parade
on March 17. The parade starts at noon and winds through the city,
ending at The Atlanta Underground, where festivities will be held
through the evening and into the night. If you get hungry, Atlanta
has a culturally diverse dining selection. A couple restaurants to
check out are Willy's Burritos, Joes on Juniper, Doc Chey's, Vortex,
The Joint, The Cheesecake Factory and Bahama Breeze. From the
dazzling nightlife to the amazing food, Atlanta can offer a quick
getaway to cure the boring spring break blues.

<r

To catch some sun, head over to the Charleston area
beaches. Folly Beach is a fun, laid-back beach that attracts
young college students and surfers. If you head north,
Sullivan's Island hass a nice family beach, while Kiawah
to the South is a resort island. If you are hungry at Folly
Beach, The Jasmine is a popular restaurant but, otherwise,
you can drive back to dine at The Boat House, Kickin
Chicken, Hominy Grill, La Hacienda and Fire Leaves Cafe,
to name a few favorites on James Island. Famous attractions in the city include an aquarium (less expensive with
student ID), shopping on King Street and the slave market.
To just relax and enjoy the city, many people prefer to take a
carriage tour. As for nightlife, if s not necessary to go far to
enjoy the Market Street Saloon, a bar known for its "Coyote
Ugly" feel. Live music lovers will gravitate to the Music
Farm, a venue that hosts a variety of bands and prides itself
on not being "the typical nightclub." For St. Patrick's Day
weekend, a parade will wind its way down King Street and
city hall will hold an Irish Flag Raising. From the beach to
city hall, Charleston will keep you entertained for spring
break.
•'•"if!*
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SAVANNAH
4 hours and 40 minutes
Savannah is known for its art, food and St.
Patrick's Day festivities. Coincidently, Clemson's
spring break starts on March 16, making
Savannah an excellent destination for a green
party. Friday morning through Sunday evening
on St. Patty's weekend, the city will set up interactive games and two stages with continuous
live music, while vendors sell cold beverages
to the masses converging on River Street. River
Street is the aptly-named cobblestone row of specialty shops (including Savannah's oldest candy
shop) art galleries and restaurants. For a unique
dining atmosphere, try Casbah, a Moroccan
•restaurant in- Savannah's historic district where
diners mav watch or participate in belly dancine,

and even buy their own dancing costume! If you
are looking for a tried-and-true restaurant, Paula
Dean's The Lady and Sons is one of the most
popular places to dine in Savannah. Other tasty
eateries include The Crab Shack, North Beach
Grill and 351 Cafe. Visitors also have a variety
of places to go at night. Spanky's Pizza Galley
and Saloon has a sports bar feel, and since it is
on River Street, it is a convenient way to cap off
a day of shopping. Meanwhile, the "spiritually
inclined" can do the Haunted Pub Crawl, which
is a ghost tour, but each stop happens to be in a
bar. Savannah offers entertainment and culture
for every crowd* -and a relaxing day -at Tybee ,
beach is just a few- minutes away.
.« «»♦»t
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Weekly World Update
National Report

Brian Gleeson

World Report

■ Republicans and Democrats
■ Peacekeeping troops arrive
present united front to improve to mortar attack: Insurgents
army medical centers: President believed to be part of an Islamic
Bush appointed Sen. Bob Dole,
militia movement fired mortars
R-Kan., and former Secretary
at peacekeeping troops arriving
of Health and Human Services
in Mogadishu. Gunmen fired
Donna Shalala to lead a White
eight mortars but only two hit
House investigation regarding
the airport, and no casualties
poor conditions in army medihave yet been reported. The
cal centers. Both political parries targeted troops were Ugandan
have expressed concern that
forces who arrived with the
the treatment of convalescing
support of the African Union in
soldiers at Walter Reed Army
order to relieve Ethiopian and
Medical Center is just "the tip of Somali forces. Approximately
the iceberg" of a broader prob400 troops were on the ground
lem. "Today's hearing is about
so far in Mogadishu, with 1,100
another example of the lack of
more expected to be on the way,
planning for a war that was
according to Paddy Akunda, the
premised on the assumption
Ugandan forces' spokesman.
that combat operations would
The African Union approved
be swift, casualties would be
Ethiopian and Ugandan intervenminimal, and that we would be
tion in Somalia to help defend
welcomed as liberators, instead
the struggling transitional govof being attacked by the people
ernment against the constant
we liberated," said Sen. Carl
threats it faces.
Levin, D-Mich., who chairs the
Armed Services Committee.
■ Taliban benefiting from
Democrats, led by House
illegal opium in Afghanistan:
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, vowed
Illegal opium poppy harvest in
to add more money to the Bush
Afghanistan is expected to reach
administration's request for war record levels in 2007, according to
spending "within fiscal reality"
U.N. drug agency chief, although
to take care of wounded troops
cultivation has dropped in cenand benefit veterans.
tral and northern Afghanistan.
Southern regions lack govern■ NASA unable to monitor all
ment presence, and Taliban
threatening asteroids: NASA
fighters protect opium growis releasing a report stating it
ers, transport and tax the crop.
has the technology, but not the
President Hamid Karzai vowed
funding, to track potentially
to rid Afghanistan of opium, but
dangerous asteroids. The report
many are skeptical, since opium
estimates the cost to find 90
is ten times as profitable as legal
percent of the 20,000 potencrops and many corrupt security
tially hazardous asteroids and
officials benefit from the trade.
comets by 2020 would be about
International donors are directing
$1 billion. But none of those
hundreds of millions of dollars
options have been approved
in development aid to rural areas
by the White House or NASA.
to make it profitable for farmers
Currently, the agency is trackto grow wheat or plant orchards.
ing objects at least 3,300 feet in
Eradication teams are also workdiameter that could wipe out
ing on an extensive campaign
most life on Earth, but smaller
to destroy opium fields before
objects larger than 460 feet in
harvest.
diameter could still destroy an
area the size of Maryland. Even
■ Ghanaians celebrate five
if the asteroid exploded in the
decades of independence:
atmosphere before reaching
Thousands of Ghanaians gathEarth, the Shockwaves would
ered in Accra's Independence
still be immense.
Square to celebrate the 50th anniversary of independence from
■ Eleven-person jury finds
British colonial rule. On March
Libby guilty: Vice President
6,1957, the West African counDick Cheney's former aide, I.
try became the first free nation
Lewis "Scooter" Libby, was
in sub-Saharan Africa under
found guilty on four of five
nationalist Kwame Kkrumah.
counts in his trial. Libby faced
After a series of military coups,
charges including an indictment Ghana has emerged as a highlyalleging perjury, obstruction of
respected democratic country
justice, making false statements
that contributed to the pattern of
to the FBI and the grand jury
emerging sovereignty in Africa.
investigating how Valerie Plame Delegates from other nations
was outed as a CIA operative.
converged on Ghana this week to
Libby is not accused of exposenjoy the red, yellow and green
ing Plame's profession, though
festivities. The Ghanaian governprosecutors say he disclosed
ment projects that it will spend
the information to reporters as
a controversial $20 million on
part of a plan to discredit her
the year-long commemoration.
husband, Joseph Wilson, who
President John Kufuor led the
alleged that the Bush adminisexuberant activities, but reflected
tration used false intelligence
that the country still needs to
leading into the Iraq war. Jurors
address the problems of poverty
cleared Libby of making false
and unemployment in order to
statements to Matt Cooper of
fulfill the dream of founding
Time magazine.
father Nkrumah.

News By Numbers
37
consecutive days Jennifer Mee hiccupped at a rate of 50 hiccups per
minute.
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ZetaTau Alpha's
Big Man on Campus

':30

seconds with...
Caroline Rash: What did you do for
your performance?
Brian Gleeson: I did the evolution
of dance, which you can check out on
YouTube.
CR: If you could have one song play
when you walked into the room, what
would it be?
BG: The evolution of dance, the
whole thing.
CR: Boxers or briefs?
BG: Neither?
CR: What makes you Clemson's big
man on campus?
BG: I gotta say my mom and dad.

CR: What TV character is most like
you?
BG: Superman. I even have him
hanging on my door.
CR: How do you want to be
remembered at Clemson?
BG: I want to be someone who makes
other people happy.
CR: One more question.
BG: Thank goodness — these are
getting hard.
CR: What is one thing you have to do
before you graduate?
BG: Have sex in the middle of the
football field on the tiger paw.

The Tiger is currently hiring the following positions:
Layout Editors, Desk Assistants,
Copy Editors, and Business Manager
Come to our office in 315 Hendrix to fill out
an application.
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Are you interested in writing for
the News Section of The Tiger?
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e-mail Jennifer Salane at news@thetigernews.com

KAPLAN

TEST PREP AND
ADMISSIONS

Campus Arrests
The following were arrests made by the Clemson University Police
Department between Thursday, Feb. 27 to Monday, March 5.

March 1

Considering
law school?
Attend a free Law School
Admissions Seminar and learn:

• To successfully navigate the admissions process
• To craft an application that gets you noticed

Law School Admissions Seminar with
John Benfield, Associate Dean of Admissions at
Charleston School of Law
Tuesday, March 13, 2007
at Clemson University
7:00pm

9:02 a.m., Lorenzo Bromell, simple assault, Thornhill, officer:
McGill
3:00 p.m., Stephen Richards, simple possession of marijuana,
Hendrix Center, officer: Moore
5:03 p.m., Keon Jenkins, petty larceny, Fike, officer: Henriksen
March 2
1:40 a.m., Nathan Rollins, public disorderly conduct, Bowman
Field, officer: Lehmann
March 3
1:25 a.m., Cormac Finn, public disorderly conduct, McMillan
Road, officer: Cassell
9:08 p.m., Quantavious Keels, trespassing after notice, Hendrix
Center, officer: Tiller
March 4
2:15 a.m., Brett Hiserman, public disorderly conduct, Sikes,
officer: Cassell

Co-Sponsored by Clemson's Chapter of Phi Alpha Delta
2:45 a.m., John Aquilino, minor in possession, Donaldson, officer: Salisbury

Call or visit us online today to register!
•.•»■*.*■

1-800-KAP-TEST |

kaptest.com/law

Higher LSAT score
guaranteed or
your money backr

6LSA0014 *LSAT is a registered trademark of the Law School Admission Council, Inc. "Conditions and restrictions apply.
For complete guarantee eligibility requirements, visit kaptest.com/hsg. The Higher Score Guarantee applies only to
courses taken and completed in the United States, Canada, Mexico, The United Kingdom, and France.

Crime Report
The following calls were among those that Clemson University police
responded to between Thursday, Feb. 27 and Monday, March 5.

Feb. 27
3:35 p.m., larceny, Byrnes, officer: Dozier
Feb. 28
12:36 a.m., grand larceny, Library, officer: Schiraldi
10:03 p.m., suspicious activity, Benet, officer: Harrington
10:23 p.m., vandalism, Edwards Hall, officer: McGill
March 1
9:02 a.m., simple assault, Thornhill, officer: McGill
March 2
5:00 a.m., driving under suspension, Highway 93, officer:
Tiller
10:56 p.m., damage to vehicle, Sirrine, officer: Young
March 3
4:38 p.m., hit and run, Perimeter Road, officer: Dozier
March 4
2:45 a.m., minor in possession, Donaldson, officer: Salisbury

Fire & Rescue
The following were among those that the Clemson University fire
department responded to between Thursday, Feb. 27 and Monday, March 5

Feb. 27
8:31 a.m., gas smell, Moe's, officer: CUFD
March 3
3:28 a.m., gas leak, College Avenue, CUFD
4:18 p.m., vehicle fire, Robbins Street, CUFD
March 4
12:17 a.m., fire, Heritage River Apartments, CUFD
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Networking with Employers
Interview
Learn Job Search Skills
Find a job before graduation

JUST-IN-TIME

Candidates tie in
presidential race
»-

Rmrrl
Boyd

CUSG results for the first
round of voting are in
but not finished.
CAROLINE RASH
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Polls opened
all
day
Thursday for two run-off elections for student government
positions.
Out of the 5,849 votes cast
for presidential candidates,
no one obtained the majority of votes, so Josh Bell, who
claimed 44.78 percent, and
Ryan Fernandes, who placed
second with 31.32 percent, were
on the second ballot.
Similarly, Patrick Judge and
Nick Nathanson got 55 votes
each for the senatorial nomination, so they also will participate in a run-off.
The vice-presidential race
was more clean-cut, with Callie

Career Conference

winning 62.3 percent
Dern
of the votes against Aaron
Gentry.
Two referendums passed:
Amendment
1
and
3.
Amendment 2 failed with only
32.91 percent voting for it.
The new senators are,
from most votes to fewest:
Christopher Boguski, Jamarr
Brown, Jessie Suggs, Lindsey
Sporrer, Patrick Becker, Eric
Giles, William Marscher, Cara
Clanton, Nick Crossland, Abby
Claire Daniel, Johnathan Ernest,
Ted Chapman, Anna Krodel,
Eugene A. Minson III, Victoria
Reddick,
Mykita
Chanell
Levy, I'john Lee Gatewood,
Daniel Bjork, Aaron Sniker, Jen
LeVasseur, Eric Clarke, Grayson
Schleppregrell,
Timothy
Kalnin, Daniel K. Ebner, Peyton
Palmer, Micheal Mertz and Sam
Schubert, followed by Judge
and Nathanson.
Two senators got on senate
as write-in candidates.
Final results will be available Saturday, March 10.

Work for the Tiger!

Fri, March 30
9 am - 4 pm
Hendrix Student Center, 2nd Floor
http://career.clemson.edu

Writers wanted.
(get free pizza!)

E-mail Jenny at

MJChelin Career Center *316 Hendrix Center ♦ 864-656-6000

associate@the tigerne ws. com.

Burton Properties
ts.co

*ad prices are per unit, not per person*

Heritage at Riverwood
1 and 2 Bedroom
Equipped Kitchens and Washer/Dryers
Pool Tennis Court Fitness Center
Other Locations Include:
Heritage Station (1 bedroom)
Westbank (2 bedrooms)
Wesley Street (2 bedrooms)
Vicksburg (1 bedroom)
Old Central road (1 bedroom)
Lindsay road (1 bedroom)
College Street (1 bedroom)
leritage Pointe(1 & 2 bedrooms)
Heritage Hills (1 & 2 bedrooms)
Stoneridge (2 bedrooms)
■M ^■HMI
1 I f I ' t « I < 4 <( 4 . •

9, 2007

Call (864)653-7717 All Locations
(864)654-1130 Heritage at Riverwwood
(864)653-5506 Heritage Hills
After Hour Numbers:
(864) 710-3363
(864) 647-2268
(864) 888-0200

11 Other Locations
723-5914(askforLex)
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Chi Phi fraternity gets "Granny" and home-cooking
Friendly neighbor takes
care of students, makes
them feel at home.
LEAH WORTHY
STAFF WRITER

In November of 2003,
the brothers of the Chi Phi
Fraternity at Clemson moved
into 205 D. Morris Way in
Seneca, S.C. One brother, Bryan
Dinallo, walked 25 yards outside the back door to meet their
new neighbor.
He had no way of knowing what an incredible woman
he was about to meet or that
he was about to start a friendship that is cherished to this
day by the brothers of Chi Phi
and their neighbor, Katherine
Palmer.
Katherine Palmer, 68, has
deep roots in Seneca, S.C. She
grew up in a house on Palmer
Street, which was named after
her family. She worked full
time until about a month ago
for Milliken.
She also worked at Clemson
Downs, a local home for the
elderly. She is a mother of
three sons, but over the past
four years, she has adopted an
entire fraternity, taking care of
each brother as she would her
own son. She has been affectionately renamed "Granny."
In fact, James Garrett, the
current president of the fraternity, has been close to her for
years, but until recently, he
did not know her actual name
because he cannot remember

calling her anything else.
Palmer takes her role as
"Granny" quite seriously. She
regularly tends to the yard of
the fraternity house, and once
a month, the brothers set aside
time for "Granny work day"
to help her with the gardening. She also insists on helping
them clean the house despite
their objections.
Most
importantly,
she
makes sure that they always
have a home-cooked meal to
eat. She turns in their aluminum cans and uses the money
to buy them groceries.
All are welcome to her house
for dinner, and few leave without extra plates of food. Upon
her request, they are currently
installing kitchen appliances in
the basement of their house so
she will have a place to cook
for them. Palmer's cornbread
and sweet tea are undisputed
favorites.
These home-cooked meals
can do a lot for someone who
is a long away from home.
Garrett is from Massachusetts,
and when he first came to
Clemson, having dinner at
Palmer's house quickly made
him feel welcomed and at
home. Her generosity is an
exemplification of southern
hospitality.
One year, Garrett's family
came to Clemson to be with
him for the holidays. Palmer
insisted on cooking for his
entire family and they ate
Thanksgiving dinner with her
in the basement of the fraternity house.
Palmer spends a lot of her
time with the brothers at the
Chi Phi house. She comes over

i AM MOViES
i AM MUSiC
j AM ENTERTAINMENT
i AM iNVOLVED
i AM LiVE

CLEMSONLiVE

£

o
u

to visit often and when she is
ready to leave, a brother escorts
her home.
She rarely misses a social
event. Kevin Hackett, former
Chi Phi president, says that
when he is talking to Palmer,
"ten minutes turns into two
hours."
She can talk to anyone about
anything, but she is especially
famous for her relationship
advice. Sometimes, she even
takes their love lives into her
own hands.
Last summer, Palmer was in
the hospital with pancreatitis.
When Kevin went to visit
her, she gave him a nurse's

phone number. She continues
to ask him if he has called her
yet.
Palmer supports the brothers in every way she can. She is
quick to attest to their fine character whenever need arises. She
describes them as "very nice
young men," and she shows
her support for them in little
ways every day.
For example, on Wednesday
night, she was eager to come to
Zeta Tau Alpha's philanthropy
event, "Big Man on Campus"
to support Kevin Hackett, who
was a contestant in the competition.
The brothers find ways to

thank Palmer for all that she
does for them by bringing her
roses on Valentines Day, taking
her out on her birthday and
taking her to dinner.
She insists on driving when
they go out, but everyone in the
car can agree on a radio station
because she shares their love
for classic rock.
Last Friday, a group of
about 20 brothers took her out
to her favorite restaurant, Fatz
Cafe.
She adores their time spent
together as much as they do.
saying "Every time I get with
them it's exciting," Palmer
said.

COURTESY OF CHI PHI FRATERNITY

PROUD OF THEIR LADY: A nearby neighbor treats a group of fraternity brothers with homecooked meals, care-taking, compassion for and interest in what they do.

EVER FiND "DO THE COOL WHiP..."
STUCK iN YOUR HEAD?
COME LISTEN TO WORLD
FAMOUS A CAPPELLA
GROUP
"BALL iN THE HOUSE"

?

•*£*

COME OUT TO
TiLLMAN AUDITORIUM
WEDNESDAY
MARCH 14!
EVENT iS FREE!
ALSO FEATURING...
TiGEROAR
and TAKENOTE!

CLEMSONLiVE
J*AM. JN J^*SL HOWfiC

CLEMSONLiVE in
Conjunction with The Office
of Multicultural Programs &
Services and NPHC
PRESENTS...

MOViE MADNESS!
YOU to SUPPORT
"KEViN iS AN ULTIMATE
STALLiON"
5K BENEFIT RUN/WALK

The S.P.O.T:
Special Edition...
Featuring: Jaspects

SAT MARCH 10
OUTDOOR TRACK
REGISTRATION STARTS
at 8 am/RACE at 10:30 am

MEN AGAiNST VIOLENCE
3-on-3 BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT

Saturday, March 10, 2007
8:00 pm in Edgar's
Come showcase your artistic
abilities and hear the soulful
sounds of Jaspects.

5

WED MARCH 14
Fike Recreation Center
10 pm-Midn«ght

FOUNTAIN *

isino Royal
Friday
March 9

'he Fountaii
Saturday
March 10

MOViES FREE iN
IcKiSSiCK iNSiDE
■NDRiX STUDEI
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BICYCLE:
ADDRESS: Barker outlines his plans, DEBT: Worry
hassles many
Strength put to concerns, projects frommeAi
Wd IICIS from page Al
the test from page Al
people and traveling," said friend LauraAllen Kerlin. "I think this organization is
really amazing, but I know I don't have
the strength or stamina to bike 4,000
miles across the country."
Bike & Build is for the tough adventurer because not everyone would survive the regimented schedule of riding
an average of 70 miles per day. "I think
we're all going to be running on adrenaline and excitement from seeing the
country from a bike instead of through
a windshield," said Mollica. "At least I'll
be with 26 other people who are all crazy
like me. I'm just fearing the rocky mountains and cornfields in Kansas."
Bike & Build offers participants from
across the nation the chance to cycle
across the United States helping others.
"This will be our fifth summer," said
Hanley. "And if s truly a great way for
young adults to get involved in service
and to grow individually" Mollica has
her own reasons for wanting to help
others this summer. "I want to make an
impact on others' lives because I've been
blessed with a loving family, and that's
where the foundation comes from," said
Mollica. "Everyone has their own story
and a reason for why they're in a bad
situation, but they want a way out; no
one wants to live in poverty."

ors society Phi Beta Kappa arrived.
Barker reminded the crowd that Clemson
has not always been this way.
In the 1990s, Clemson was on NCAA probation, ranked last among its peers in many
aspects and contained people with low morale,
according to Barker. But after leaders at the
school "developed an academic plan," a change
in perspective occurred.
"Our challenge is no longer self-concept,"
Barker said. "When we get to the Top 20, we
need to make sure Clemson is still Clemson."
What is the essence of Clemson? Barker
says that Thomas Greene Clemson established
the University as an institution of higher learning, but also as an establishment with economic
ties to its home state. Clemson is becoming a
unique kind of research university because
of its programs like the Center for Advanced
Materials, ICAR and the in-progress economic
development center, with a focus on restoration, in Charleston. These programs juxtaposed
with a 14:1 student/faculty ratio and small
town feel make Clemson "uniquely situated
to reinvent the research University" stereotype,
according to Barker.
Also, Barker is wary of losing any of
Clemson's "core values" on the way to the top.
These values include commitment to individual students, collaboration, a strong desire to be
the best and public service.
After Barker's remarks, Larry Abernathy,
mayor since 1984, spoke about the "state of
affairs of the City of Clemson."
He noted that several public services have

excelled in the past year, particularly the CAT
buses, which were voted best in the state for
public transportation, and the fire-fighting service of Clemson and surrounding communities. Projects benefiting the public include two
new $500,000 water tanks, a Clemson art center,
various parks and recreation improvements,
E911 (a service in which police can locate
where a person is calling from) and changing
the Morrison Annex into the new home for the
Clemson Child Development Center, which
helps children from lower income families.
He also expressed admiration for how "the
aesthetic beauty is seamless between campus
and the rest of the community."
Isabel Candela, a representative of Merrill
Lynch, presented another highlight of the
luncheon. The Catherine Smith Award is an
annual award for an individual who has given
"outstanding service to the Clemson Area
Chamber of Commerce and the Clemson Area
Community." This year's winner was Garland
Gravely.
Corporate sponsors for the event included
AnMed Health Care, CAT Bus, the Office of
the President, Oconee Memorial Hospital,
Southern Homes of the Upstate, Trehel Design /
Build Corporation and Wachovia Bank. When
Huss opened the floor for questions, no one
asked a single one, echoing the sentiments of
Terry Long, a local businessman: Long is not
concerned in a negative way about Clemson's
direction, he thinks things are going pretty
well and considers the address mostly a "pep
rally."

Save $ioo per montL.offer ends March 16.

Special introductory rates!
Your own fireplace, your own home...
the ultimate in student living.
Designed for student living,
these individual, fully-detached
homes, each with its own
fireplace, are set in the wooded
surroundings of Clemson's
natural beauty. Affordable
craftsman style homes, private
landscaped grounds and
sophisticated amenities make
for the perfect setting to enjoy
the most college has to offer!
• Wide front porch with full-size,
outdoor stone fireplace. Fireplace
offers easy on/off gas logs for
ambience & heat without the mess
• 4 Bedrooms, each with its own
private bath and walk-in closets
• Spacious kitchen with black appliances
& granite countertops

or Rent or Sale
August move in!

rate at 6.8 percent, but why is this
a big deal?
While interest rates have been
higher before, 6.8 percent represents a significant jump from recent
years. The fixed 6.8 percent rate
will likely protect some students
from higher interest rates in the
future, but students will be unable
to count on low interest rates to
help them reduce their debt burden or benefit when market rates
drop below 6.8 percent.
Over the past several years as
interest rates have dipped, students with multiple loans have
been able to consolidate all of their
loans and lock in a much lower
fixed interest rate. By moving all
loans to a fixed rate, Congress has
stopped students from locking in
lower rates in the future.
Also contributing to a rise in
debt is a sharp drop in direct aid.
Congress hasn't increased the Pell
Grant, the most common direct
aid for low-income students, since
2003. The maximum Pell Grant
is $4,050 a year. The Pell Grant is
having a hard time keeping up
with the rate of inflation, let alone
the increasing cost of college.
There is a need to consider the
growing impact of undergraduate
borrowing not only because of its
effect on access to higher education, but also because of the effect
unmanageable debt may have on
opportunities for new graduates.
As loans continue to play a
major role in the way that most
students pay for college, more
graduates will have to factor loan
repayment into their post-collegiate plans meaning more and
more students are beginning to shy
away from lower income jobs that
produce a higher benefit to society
such as teaching, police workers,
firemen, social workers and other
public service careers. The weight
of debt is forcing many graduates
to put off saving for retirement,
getting married, buying a house or
car, as well as putting aside money
for their own children's education.
But the good news is that
there are many programs that are
working toward finding multiple
solutions to the student debt problem. Many students, organizations
and state legislations are starting
to support a program called the
Higher Education Project, HEP
whose goal is to band together
those who want to do something
about the issue as well as provide
an outlet for its members to propel
their ideas in action. HEP has produced a four-point solution that
has become the backbone of their
movement against unmanageable
student debt.
They feel that having such a
high percentage of students facing burdensome debt has its consequences for both students and
society as a whole. To solve this
problem and ensure that higher
education remains within reach,
there is a need to increase need
based grant aid, make loan repayment fair and affordable, protect
borrowers from usurious lending
practices and provide incentives
for state governments and colleges
to control tuition costs.
While graduate debt is a looming dark hole for most students, it
seems that soon there might be a
bright light at the end of the tunnel, but until then doing things
such as setting up long-term savings accounts, taxing advantage of
tax education deductions, avoiding credit card debt and paying
off lenders on time can provide
students with flashlights along
the way.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Office Telephone Hours
100 Help Wntd
200 For Sale
250 Automotive
300 For Rent
350 Roommates
400 Services
450 Retail

500 On Campus
550 Events
600 Greek Life
700 Lost & Found
800Misc
850 Travel
900 Personals

100 HELP WANTED
Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on
them. www.AdDriveTeam.com.

PART TIME
WORK
Great Pay! Secure Summer
Position! Internships and
Scholarships Available! Rex.
scheds, 10-30 hrs/wk. Weekends
Avail., Customer sales/service,
will train, all ages 18+,
conditions apply. (864) 235-4674
workforstudents.com.

200

FOR SALE

AKC English Bulldog needs
a nice home. Pretty, playful
with kids. House Trained. For
more information e-mail John_
info@skim.com or call
(710)464-3348.
Convertible Chrysler Sebring,
Red/Tan Top, Loaded, 1997,
67000 miles, $4995
(864) 903-5493.
House for Sale, 3 BR suites.
Screened in back porch. Fenced
in back yard. Granite countertops.
Custom cabinet doors. Newly
remodeled. $124,900.
(864) 909-5259.

300

FOR RENT

House in Clemson. 4 BR/
2 BA $980 per month
(864)653-3512.
For Lease: Hart's Cove Condo,
3 BR/3 BA, partially furnished
(new). $375 per person. Call
(864)360-2001.
1 and 2 BR apartments close
to campus. Office open
on Saturday from 10-3.
clemsonapartments.com
(864)653-7717.
Hart's Cove entire 4 BR apartment available for summer. $305/
room/month. (864) 346-0529.

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address
315 Hendrix Center
Clemson, SC 29634

Incredible location on Lake Keowee! Lake front furnished cabin
in gated Cliffs area. 35 minutes
from Clemson. BRw/loft, 1 BA
hdwd floor. Covered boat slip
w/ deck Avail. Now till May 15,
2007. Non-smoker $1200/mo
(865) 742-8336.
For rent 2 BR/1 BA House Near
Airport. 5 minutes from Campus,
Washer & Dryer Connections.
$550 Per Month
Call (864) 650-0832.
2 BR apartment, stove and refrigerator furnished, less than a mile
to campus, $350/month + deposit.
(864)654-1264.
Subleaser needed starting January
1st. 3BR/3BA, $175/mo
(225) 266-8308.
LAKE HOUSE 4 BR/2 BA Large
Porch/Private Dock, Lease starts
in May $1200/month. Call (864)
653-6320.
Overlooking Lake Hartwell, 2
BR/1 BA, washer/dryer, Private Beach, Pets OK. 251 Webb
Heights Circle Seneca, S.C.
29678 (864) 247-0604.
$690/month all utilities included,
free wireless and cable.
LG, 1, 2 and 4 bedrooms for rent.
1 mile from campus, wd. starting
at $350. contact
(864) 884-0328.
House, 3 BR/2 BA. Washer Dryer.
Clemson. Available August. $750/
month. (864) 888-7388.
5 BR/3 BA new double wide.
15 mins from campus on private
Whitewater Lake with dock.
$975/month, $200 deposit. Call
Tara (843) 686-0470.

How to place a classified ad

Classified Ad Rates

Deadline

By Phone: (864) 656-2150
By Fax: (864) 656-4772
By Email: classified@thetigemews.com
In Person: 315 Hendrix Center

3 p.m. Tuesday
Payment Methods

Students:

50 cents/word

Other:

$1.00/word

Cash, Check

(864)656-2150 • classified@TheTigerNews.com

400

SERVICES

Quality Cleaning to your needs.
Good Prices with reference request. (864)918-9448.

800

MISCELLANEOUS

Young Male Seeking College Student- I am German Shephard mix.
Blind in one eye, but that won't
slow me down. Very loveable, energetic, good looking, and happy
go lucky. Just out looking for the
right one. My name is Hefe and I
am in need of a good home. (706)
982-1601 or (864) 886-9429.
SEEKING EGG DONOR
Childless couple seeking egg
donor from black, white, or latino
donor. Pay is $6K. Medication
and exams paid for. 5'8"-5'll"
ages 21-27 preferred. Must
have been previously pregnant.
E-mail for more guidelines
ladygotham@aol.com

Sell your worldly possessions!
E-mail classified@thetigernews.com

Get your PAW'S
on your tax money
today! call
Sunset Finance
864-888-3010

Interested in having more
energy, losing, gaining or
maintaining weight, of a fabulous
extra monthly income? Please
call Cheryl at (864) 888-3609,
cell (979) 218-9704. E-mail
jpkrausz@collegestation.com

Free Clemson Student Event
l-PACT
MALE ACAPPELLA VOCAL BAND

Tuesday, March 13, 8p.m

House in Clemson, 3 BR/1 BA
$825 per month (864) 653-3512.
Subleaser needed for, May
through July of 2007,
1 BR/1 BA in a 4 BR/4 BA@
University Village, $320/month,
includes water, cable and internet,
call 803-730-0064.

The Galley
Re staurant
Fine Waterfront Dining
And Nami Asian Bistro

ADMIT ONE
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
STUDENT

Great Pay
Flexible Hours
Only 12 miles from campus
No Sundays
Evenings Only

NOW HIRING!
Apply in person at
Portman Marina
Lake Hartwell, Anderson
287-3215 or 287-3211

^he <S%woks Centex
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Brooks Center Box Office
Monday-Friday, 1-5 p.m.
(864) 656-RSVP (7787)
www.clemson.edu/Brooks

M-PACT
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 8PM
PRESENT YOUR IDENTIFICATION CARD AT
THE BROOKS CENTER BOX OFFICE 1 HOUR
BEFORE THE SHOW TO RECEIVE
FREE ADMISSION.

^ THESTIGER £
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Uphold freedom of personal views
Facebook strikes again. Or, to
be more accurate, Facebook
is once again the means
through which personal actions
and views become very public. "The Daily Collegian," the
University of Pennsylvania's daily
collegiate newspaper, recently
fired a member of its staff amid
complaints that his postings on
Facebook and a personal Web
site were unprofessional, and
unbecoming of his position at the
paper. Zachary Good, the columnist in question, was a member of
a Facebook group that, "replete
with the F-word," criticizes
the University's Interfraternity
Council/Panhellenic
Dance
Marathon fundraiser for cancer.
On his personal Web site, Good
expressed similar feelings against
the "Greek" population on campus, accusing members of fraternities and sororities of participating
in benevolent activities solely to
look good, not out of the kindness of their hearts. As Good's
sentiments on the subject became
widely known via the Internet, his
opposition grew, resulting in letters
to "The Daily Collegian's" editor
in chief, Erin James, requesting his
removal from the staff and the creation of another Facebook group:
"Fire Zach Good from the Daily
Collegian." In the face of growing
animosity, James dismissed Good
from the staff on the grounds of
violations to the paper's code of
ethics. The claims of ethical infraction are based on the assumption
that Good's personal views were
technically expressed publicly
once disseminated via Facebook
and his personal Web site.
Good's dismissal from the
newspaper staff presents an
interesting situation. The columnist did not implicate "The Daily
Collegian" in any of his comments,
nor did he use his column at the
paper as the vehicle of expressing
his opinion on the matter. It seems
ridiculous that one's position at a
college newspaper should be pro-

hibitive of participating in some of the accepted mold of professional,
the key elements of college life: the politically-correct young adults are
Internet and Facebook.
able to share their views, the paper
Furthermore, while the school would do a great disservice to the
paper
should
student body by
attempt
to
failing to broadmaintain a high
en perspectives.
THE ISSUE
threshold
of
No indication
THE UNIVERSITY OF
professionalism,
is given that
PENNSYLVANIA'S SCHOOL
it should also
Good's opinions
be a medium
biased his work;
NEWSPAPER DISMISSED A
of free speech
if he expressed
STUDENT FOR VIEWS HE
and discourse.
only
prejuEXPRESSED ON FACEBOOK
Columnists,
diced
views,
almost by necesthe grounds on
AND HIS WEB SITE.
sity, are likely to
which he was
OUR VIEW
be opinionated,
dismissed would
volatile people.
likely have been
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS
Allowing people
different — perSHOULD NOT STIFLE FREE
to be persuasive
haps more legitiSPEECH ON CAMPUS.
and convicted
mate.
in the boundarCollege is the
ies of regular
time for people
columns but not in everyday life to express themselves and particiis impractical. The newspaper pate in discussion on many differshould work to harness, not limit, ent matters. Ideally, the campus
the opinions of students into a newspaper should be one element
common medium for discussion. of the campus' discursive forum.
Not allowing individuals with It seems as though the editor in
politically incorrect personal chief was so concerned with how
opinions to serve on staff stifles the situation might reflect poorly
conversation and fails to uncover on the paper, her knee-jerk reacissues important to campus life. If tion was to dismiss Good in order
only those who conform exactly to to save face. Dismissing someone

on the charge of being unprofessional and hurting the paper's
image is not an illegitimate action
in itself; some situations certainly
call for punitive action, but Good
did not do anything necessarily
"wrong." He did not break any
laws and his comments were,
while perhaps offensive and
prejudiced to some, not necessarily hateful. Furthermore, James
set a precedent that teeters on the
edge of a very slippery slope. If
being a member of an "offensive"
Facebook group is grounds for
dismissal from one's position,
she may find herself in the undesirable position of policing her
entire staff's involvement on the
social networking site.
Most Facebook users are
involved in at least one group
that could be conceived as less
than wholesome, especially to
someone outside of the joke.
James was herself found to be a
member of a group called "Adam
Slusser has a huge cock."
It is simply impractical to
expect college students to refrain
from all normal college activities
simply to fit the politically-correct mold that offends no one.
Furthermore, all the views outside of such a middle-of-the-road
approach are then lost for the sake
of universal appeasement.
When a person expressing his
opinions is considered threatening and upsetting, something is
wrong. Good did not call for violence against members of Greek
life; he only expressed criticism,
whether it was called for or not.
When a collegiate newspaper
stifles individual views for the
sake of appearance, one is called
to question how extreme political
correctness has become.
The opinions expressed in the above
editorial are written by the opinions editor
and represent the majority opinion of The
Tiger editorial board. In representing the
majority view, the staff editorials may
not represent the individual view of any
particular member.

COMMENTARY

Legal drinking age of 21 inappropriate

DAMON ANDREWS

Columnist
In leaning back in my desk chair and sipping a glass of Chianti this past weekend,
I began to ponder what this week's article
should be about. After a considerable amount
of leaning and a considerable amount of sipping, the wine really began speaking to me
and gave me an answer — the legal drinking
age in the United States. Now don't worry,
I'm not going all liberal on you and promoting shots when your age turns to double digits or keggers for 12-year-old birthday parties,
but I think we, not as college students but as
American citizens, should really take a look
into the age which the consumption of alcohol
is legal.
So before I tell you the direction I think
we should be going, I think it's important
that we all backtrack and look at where we've
been. After prohibition ended in the early part
of the 20th century, the Alcoholic Beverage
Commission,(ABC) Act stated in 1934 that ■
the legalage forpurchase; possessiQn>or •• r ■

consumption of any alcoholic beverage be 21
years of age. The legal age for consumption of
beer was lowered from 21 to 18,40 years later
in 1974, with the legal age for consumption of
wine and liquor remaining at 21. In 1983, the
legal age for beer was raised up to 19 years,
and in 1987, the legal age for consumption of
any alcoholic beverage returned to 21 years.
So what is significant about 21? Well, if s
seven times the square root of nine and 16
plus five, but outside of the math, nothing is
significant about the age except the fact that
it is the age at which alcohol consumption is
legal. But 18? Now there's an age with some
other significant milestones — high school
graduation, voting rights, legal accountability
and military eligibility. Why not move the
minimum legal drinking age to 18, which falls
in line with numerous other legal and national milestones? I take a real issue with the fact
that the government of the United States can
send an 18-year-old high school graduate to
war and ask him to put his life on the line in a
foreign land, but that same person upon safe
arrival back to the motherland is not able to
legally sit down and have an alcoholic drink
on American soil. Sure, we'll give you a gun,
some ammunition and the ability to go postal
on our enemy, but we don't trust you with
alcohol in hand for fear you might get out of
hand.
The rrtirtirnum legal drinking age also
-rubs me wrong when it comes to marriages.

In the great state of South Carolina, citizens
of the state are allowed to get married at (you
guessed it!) 18 years old without the consent
of a parent or guardian. If persons under i8
wish to be married, a notarized statement of
parental consent is required. The minimum
age for males is 16 and 14 for females, respectively. By now you should have figured out
that two people can be married legally but
are not allowed to legally have champagne or
wine to celebrate their union.
Again, I have a problem with this. We are
allowing young teenagers to get married and
therefore have children before they are eligible for a driver's license, but they can't have
a little bubbly on the big day?
In looking at the United States on a global
basis, besides those nations which prohibit
alcohol entirely for religious reasons, the
United States has the highest minimum legal
drinking age in the world. While I feel strongly that the United States should set the standards of excellence and the bar high for the
rest of the world, I do not necessarily mean by
numbers. In a country based around service
and freedom, it would appear that young
men and women are upholding the service
aspect of the agreement, but lawmakers fall
short on the freedom side.
DAMON ANDREWS is a junior majoring in
medwnical engineering. E-mail comments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com:' .
.

Should information
found on Facebook be
used as grounds for
dismissal?
"Facebook is
a reflection
. ^B
r^^^fcsJ" of people's
H
personality
and therefore
"W
JCft'i should be used
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as a resource
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for acquiring
information
about a person."
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John Reintjes
ceramics and materials
engineering
junior

"No, employers
can get information from
other sources."

Karra Cancillieri
mathmatics education
sophomore

"No, because
Facebook is not
work-related."

Meredith Wall
general engineering
freshman

"School officials don't dismiss you based
on your photo
albums at
home, so why
should they
be able to do it
based on your
photo albums
online?"
Katie Owens
pre-business
freshman

"No, what is on
your Facebook
is your personal business."

Courtney Moore
pre-pharmacy
freshman

"No, it's just
Facebook."

Audrey Bone
chemistry
• ■ i • ^soplwmore.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no longer than 400 words.
Feedback from our website may also be
considered for publication. Submissions
must include the author's name and
• phone number (or E-mail address) and
optionally hometown, class and major.
All submissions will be checked for
authenticity and may be edited for clarity
• and grammar. Space considerations may
result in submissions being held for later
publication. THE TIGER reserves the right
to print or edit all submissions. Send letters
c. to our U.S. Mail address or e-mail them to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.
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Do not mistake political silence for apathy

BRANDON HATHAWAY

Columnist
Political pundits love to talk
about moderates. They don't
seem to care about the context
anymore; they could be discussing a
disagreement about whether chocolate
chip cookies are preferable to oatmeal
raisin and mention that the final decision will be made by moderates who
like sugar cookies but have to choose
between the two options presented
before them. I like peanut butter cookies myself.
The biggest paradox about our
system of government is that most
people are moderates, but nobody
hears about them because the extremists and partisans are louder. I would
imagine that most people are at least
a little bit conflicted about issues
like the death penalty and abortion,
but there is no room on the political
stage for ambiguity. If a candidate
might have reservations about abortion being murder, he or she is antiwoman; if there is any hesitation
about allowing the government to
interfere with medical decisions, he
or she is a baby killer. There aren't
any peanut butter cookies in this situation.
This concept is not completely
restricted to American politics either.
After the Sept. 11 attacks, people
recognized that the perpetrators
were Muslim fanatics. As Islamic
terrorism became a bigger and bigger issue, those same pundits started
to explain that this whole problem

could be averted if the moderate
Muslims "took back their religion."
Personalities like Neal Boortz and
others like him are very critical that
there are not vocal moderate voices
condemning those fanatics, since
there are Muslim imams that discuss
all sorts of things that are problematic, like men wearing earrings, for
example. My guess is Pirates of the
Caribbean did not perform well in
Saudi Arabia.
There have been condemnations issued by organizations like
the Council on American-Islamic
Relations. In fact, there is a pretty
long list of these condemnations listed on the first link on Google if you
search for "Muslims condemning terrorists." Most of them were published
immediately following the Sept. 11
attacks; although the motives are
sometimes questioned by the conservative partisans, the condemnations
do exist.
There are a few things to consider
about moderates condemning ridiculous things. When is the last time that
you have heard a mainstream church
criticize Pat Robertson publicly?
Robertson famously suggested sending a few Special Forces to Venezuela
to pay a visit to Hugo Chavez. It's
not really the most American (or
Christian) thing to do to go kill a
guy who disagrees with you. Most
Muslims live under pretty repressive
governments, so speaking out can
be dangerous. It's not like you can
write a letter to the editor complaining about Mahmoud Ahmedinejad's
extremism in the Tehran TimesPicayune. Need anyone be reminded
of Salman Rushdie or Theodore van
Gogh and Ayaan Hirsi Ali?
Most importantly, though, is that
moderates generally don't speak very
loudly, which is one of the reasons
they are called moderates. The people
who complain are those who feel

very strongly concerning an issue.
Someone who feels that the death
penalty is occasionally justified but
has strong reservations is unlikely to
fund an ad saying, "The death penalty is OK, but only after very thorough
investigations!" Ideological purity
is almost always required for vocal
protest.
That's the problem. We need those
people who are unsure about speaking up, here at home and abroad.
They (dare I say we?) are the consensus makers. Yes, we need to expand
energy conservation efforts, but we
also cannot be paralyzed by fear of
ecological contamination in an effort
to achieve greater energy independence. Similarly, Muslims in theocratic countries have a lot to overcome
too. I don't think I can defend not
objecting to suicide attacks on civilians by people claiming to be doing
God's will, but I can recognize that
there are a number of social issues at
stake for the people not condemning
it in places like Saudi Arabia, Syria
and Iran.
People all over the world look to
us to be an example of a functioning republic. We have freedoms in
the press and voting that others do
not always enjoy, and our airwaves
are largely dominated by political
extremes, which, in turn, label the
print media as the other extreme.
How many times have you heard
Rush Limbaugh or Bill O'Reilly call
the New York Times a paper of the
far left?
The way to turn down the noise
from the ends of the spectrum is for
the moderates to, well, moderate
those voices a little bit better, maybe
by eating a sugar cookie next time
you have dessert.
BRANDON HATHAWAY is a graduate student
in mechanical engineering. E-mail coments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.
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Difficult schedules breed future success
*

#

DR. BRYAN

E.

DENHAM

Campbell Professor of
Sports Communication
Department of Communication Studies

"hen the late economist Milton
Friedman made the statement, "there is no such thing
as a free lunch," he essentially meant
that when circumstances, or offers,
•appear too good to be true, they generally are too good to be true.
On a philosophical level, the
Clemson Athletic Department might
take heed of that assertion in lining up future Tiger opponents, for in
competitive athletics one must lose
•early in order to win later. This means
scheduling the best competition available, putting oneself in pressure-filled
situations that may result in a loss
*and becoming stronger and more composed for having taken the risk.
As those in applied sport psychology have long taught us, success in
sport comes from immersing oneself
in the process of an athletic task, as
opposed to focusing on the outcome of
•that task. Put another way, given the
choice of pursuing personal excellence
versus focusing on winning, take the
#former every time, as the latter cannot
be controlled. The former also leads
to the latter. One way to enhance the
pursuit of personal excellence is by
•competing with the best — as opposed
to hoping that a final win-loss record
is consistent with the best.
As a Clemson sports fan, I was
pleased to see student journalist Eric
Sprott of The Tiger (Jan. 26) mention the importance of playing strong
•teams in the context of football, as that

•Wi

is a key to development in any sport.
Eric appears to realize that in addition
to being frustrating for the players,
the coaches and the fans, the pattern
of defeating lesser opponents and
then losing consistently in conference
play can bode poorly for the overall
standing of a program, for the worst
thing that can happen to a team is not
ending with an average, or even poor,
record; the worst thing that can happen is that peers begin to lose respect
for it.
In athletics, respect means everything. Just as those who select the
winners of Academy Awards cannot
help but consider an entire body of
work, sport officials and aficionados
form opinions about athletic programs
based on performance across time,
against strong opponents, in adverse
conditions.
Ask anyone who has been around
competitive sports for an extended
period and most will agree with this
fundamental statement: Getting in
the scrum and concluding with fewer
wins is much more impressive than
running around the scrum and ending
with more.
Sport seasons, contrary to what one
might intuit, do not exist in a vacuum
and when choices are made for postseason play, those who determine
which teams make a tournament and
which do not routinely consider reputation and previous experiences. Has
a program earned the respect of those
who make decisions?
While I personally do not have a
connection to the Notre Dame football
program, and therefore have little reason to be a fan, I have always respected the fact that Notre-Dame routinely

includes the likes of Michigan and
the University of Southern California
on its schedule. As an Independent,
Notre Dame can pretty much schedule
who it wishes to, but on a philosophical level, the University has made a
commitment to compete against teams
that might be better than they are in a
given year. That type of commitment
is very empowering for the program
and for the University, as it leads students and student-athletes alike to
believe that they can compete with
anyone, in any context.
Last season, the Clemson football squad ran over Florida Atlantic,
Louisiana Tech and Temple by a combined score of 168 to 15, only to lose
to South Carolina and perennial football powerhouse Kentucky in a bowl
game. In a previous season, the Tigers
knocked off the University of Miami
in impressive fashion and the following week lost to Duke. Sporting folks
take notice of these events, and when
they take notice too often, they begin
to draw unfavorable conclusions. Why
the striking inconsistency?
In athletics, adversity really does
build character and those who have
faced adversity understand the value
of playing strong out-of-conference
competition and building up from the
ground instead of arriving at the top
of a house of cards. Take, for instance,
the Final Four appearance of the
CU men's soccer team two seasons
ago; they did not have a particularly
strong record that season, but when it
came time for the NCAA tournament,
they simply assumed that they could
compete with any team in the nation,
based on their competitive experiences
that season. In 2G06, the women's

soccer team had a similar experience
in post-season play. They succeeded
because they had struggled.
Lining up probable wins does
little to build the foundation necessary for consistent, process-oriented
performance, as the recent basketball
contest with Duke demonstrated.
In that game, although the Tigers
mounted what was surely one of the
most impressive second-half runs in
the ACC this season, the team played
the first half petrified at the thought
of a losing outcome. They played not
to make mistakes and not to lose,
basically ensuring that mistakes and
a loss would occur. In college basketball, by the time conference games
begin, those kinds of situations should
already have been encountered and
overcome.
Ultimately, in athletics, the only
way to truly succeed across time is
to look potential failure square in the
eyes at the outset. In the past few
weeks, many fans and alumni have
blamed admission standards, referees
and other factors for struggling athletic teams, looking to attach individuals
to the problem instead of examining
the structures in which those individuals operate.
No one ever grew stronger from
manufacturing excuses, looking for
alibis or blaming other people. The
key to future successes in Clemson
athletics lies in the willingness of sport
coaches and administrators to identity
and compete with the best, from start
to finish.
DR. BRYAN E. DENHAM is an associate professor
in the Department of Communication Studies.
E-mail comments toletters@TheTigerNews.com.
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Goodnight, Ms. Calabash, wherever you are

NAYLOR BROWNELL

Managing Editor
I'm mad as hell, and I'm not
going to take this anymore!
I was but a twinkle in my
father's eye when Peter Finch
spoke these powerful, AcademyAward-winning words. And
yet, they still resonate, not just
when I'm watching Network,
the movie in which he spoke
the famous phrase, but also in
my general day-to-day life. I'm
sure most college students can
sympathize — we're eternally
going to be the pissed-off-whydon't-they-all-just-fade-away
demographic.
Sometimes the littlest things
annoy me. As my faithful readers from the last four years
know, this can be anything from
apathy to the American healthcare system to people trying
to "save" me (I only need one
birthday, thanks) to the intolerant. I would put hypocrites on
the list too, but hey, you can only
go so far. Add to the list: people
who don't wash their hands
after going to the bathroom,
incorrect grammar, the word
"sandlapper," FCA billboards,
croakies, solid deoderant, skim
milk and people who take the
elevator one floor in either direction. So, in my last column on
staff at the Tiger, I'm going to
rattle off a list of things that have
been bothering me about life in
general/at Clemson. Enjoy.
Recently, my list has grown
to include the monogrammed
soap dispensers I noticed in
Daniel Hall. I've really enjoyed
the foamy soap they've had
around campus recently; it's better than the thick liquid soap I'm
used to in Jordan Hall. However,
I don't really think that we need
to be reminded that we're at
Clemson. I mean, if you're using
the bathrooms in Daniel and taking the time to wash your hands,
chances are that you probably
know where you are. Come
on Clemson, a penny saved, a
penny earned.
On a slightly more serious
note than hand soap (but just
as important), I've gotten a lot

of feedback about my Redfern
article. A grad student I work
with — we'll call him "Joe"
— says he went to Redfern with
some allergy problems and was
given a prescription for antibiotics, but was told only to fill it
if his symptoms persisted for a
few days and only to take them
until he felt better. Please listen
to me — there's a reason why
infections are getting increasingly out of control around the
country: Overprescription of
antibiotics. Even worse is when
patients don't take them for as
long as their doctor tells them to.
Seriously, there's nothing worse
you can do for medical progress
than to half-ass your antibiotic
regimen. Don't save them for
when you get sick again, either;
that will just increase antibiotic
resistance.
As long as we're talking
about health issues and money,
I've got a little suggestion for
Clemson that could help on
both points. How about during the warmer months, we
put the parking services people
on bikes. Not only would the
University save on gas money,
but the parking services attendants would lose some weight
and be healthier for the exercise.
Alright, I know not all of them
need it, but they'd be getting
paid to work out. Also, I know
that some might not be physically able to ride a bike. Give them
one of those electric golf carts (or
a Rascal).
I bet the University spends
thousands of dollars a year on
keeping those parking services
trucks maintained and full of
gas. The worst part is'how
the meter maids /men never
turn the damn things off. Even
when writing a ticket, they
keep their trucks running and
double-parked. A bike wouldn't
— couldn't — double-park anybody, would reduce emissions
and save gas and money. Don't
we want to be a green campus
anyway? And we'd be a better
one for encouraging healthy
activities among our staff.
I will give parking services
this, though — I've never had a
problem with finding a parking
spot. Maybe I just have a nose
for them or something, but I
think they are criticized unfairly
on that point. But seriously,
take care of your employees! If
they're healthier, you won't have
to cover their healthcare costs as
much either...

And since we're talking
about Parking Services, let's hit
the good old CUPD. Give me a
few sentences to set this one up.
Does anyone else ride any of
the three or four CAT Bus routes
that run down McMillan Rd.,
the one that goes from Hendrix/
Cherry Rd. to Perimeter? I ride
it a few times a week and have
always been disturbed at the
high speeds the buses tend to
hit as they're going between the
traffic light at the top of the hill
and the stops by Thornhill or Cl.
Over the past few weeks, I've
seen our local fuzz out behind
one of the Thornhill buildings
with a speed gun, pulling cars
(day after day) that were speeding. Why don't the CAT Buses
get pulled? Standing up by the
driver, I've seen buses going 40
mph on that stretch. Is there a
law I don't know about that says
you can't pull buses? If there's
such a rule, I'll step aside and
just be angry. But seriously, this
isn't an isolated incident or driver. And you would think that
CAT would be concerned about
things like this, in light of the
accident record this year, as well
as the way those newer, topheavy buses lean when rounding
Redfern.
Speaking of CAT Buses, let
me just interject here — if s not
cool to sit on the outside seat
of a row on the bus with your
backpack taking a window seat.
Move over, jackass. And stop
talking so loudly on your cell
phone. I don't really want to
hear about who you slept with
last night. I mean, it can be fun
to hear about sometimes (we all
enjoy a little bit of gossip), but
the CAT bus just isn't the place.
Which brings me to my next
point, the confounded closedmindedness of some people. Just
in the last two weeks, I've read
literature protesting Urinetown,
the Vagina Monologues and
Deliverance. The stories are
about more than just molestation, micturation and muff. If
you censor a work of art or
literature before you give it a
chance, you're really missing out
on a life-changing experience.
You know how many pages of
rape there are in Deliverance?
Fewer than two. That's less than
one percent of the book. So stop
being shallow, shut up and read
it.
I understand that we all
have the right to protest ideas
that conflict with our beliefs,

but doing so in ignorance is
irresponsible. Take Harry Potter,
for example. It has been banned
in countless schools and people
argue that it's chock-full of
anti-Christian witchcraft. That's
almost as ridiculous as saying that watching SpongeBob
Squarepants will make your
child gay. There's so much
wrong with these arguments
that I really just don't know
where to begin. Narnia is full of
magic and witchcraft, and hasn't
been criticised or banned. The
Office on NBC features a homosexual character and has shown
a homosexual kiss. I hope you
guys weren't watching...
So this column has ended up
being tamer than I imagined. I
was going to talk about preferential treatment of athletes and
how some fraternities have gotten away with more hazing than
others, but that stuff just seems
so hackneyed by now. I'd always
imagined my last column as a
big middle finger to all those
people I just had to tolerate as I
rose through the Tiger's ranks,
in the interest of being politically
correct and disinterested. Now
that it's here, I feel like I've put
the space towards a much more
useful purpose.
It's been a good run. I've
enjoyed the last four years,
watching the campus develop
in just that short time. From the
Ridge fire to the post-game fight
sophomore year to the MLK
party this year, it's been a great
ride. My only regret at the end
of it all is that Redfern doesn't
give out condom flowers on the
CAT buses year-round.
So...I've spent the last four
hours staring at the screen, trying to find a good way to say
goodbye. Call me arrogant, but
I think my feelings can best be
expressed by the final monologue of one of my heroes. In
the (edited for space) words
of Johnny Carson, "And so it
has come to this ... I, uh, am
one of the lucky people in the
world; I have found something I
always wanted to do, and I have
enjoyed every minute of it.... I
can only tell you that it has been
an honor and a privilege to come
into your homes all these years
... and I bid you a very heartfelt
goodnight."
Cheers.
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National Nutrition Month
Health and Nutrition Fair
Come Celebrate
National Nutrition Month®
with Clemson Dining Services!!

When: Tuesday, March 27th
Where: Hendrix Student Center
Ballroom
Time: 11am—2pm
Improve your nutrition and health
"100% Fad Free!" with:
• Health and nutrition booths
Food samples
♦ Food demonstrations
til Prizes
4P And much more!
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Football opens 2007 spring practice Tourney
time
Tigers hope to erase
memories of slide that
ended 2006.
ERIC SPROTT
SPORTS EDITOR

Clemson fans have now had
a few months to try to forget the
painful ending to the 2006 football season. After being on top of
the world after homecoming and
earning a top 10 national rank-

ing, the Tigers crumbled down
the stretch with losses to Virginia
Tech, Maryland, South Carolina
and Kentucky.
Talk
of
the
Athletic
Admissions Review Committee
has dominated off-season chatter about the program, but that
should be nothing more than an
afterthought as spring practice
opens tomorrow.
This year's Tiger squad will
look vastly different than last
year's as the offense looks to
replace more than half of last
year's starters while the defense
looks to replace consensus All-

American Gaines Adams. Both
kickers are also gone from last
year, which surely doesn't sadden many fans.
The biggest, and maybe most
anticipated change, will be happening at the quarterback position. Highly-touted recruit Willy
Korn of Byrnes High School will
be donning the orange and white
for the first time, finally capping
the dreams that Tiger fans have
had practically since Korn was a
freshman in high school. While
many suspect he'll get the starting job this year, he enters camp
as the fourth string quarterback

LIGHTNING: Running back C.J. Spiller breaks away from N.C. State last year in Death Valley.
Spiller will once again team with James Davis to form one of the nation's best running back duos.

as a lowly freshman.
Junior Cullen Harper, who
saw some action in several lopsided victories last year, will
enter atop the depth chart. His
backup will be fellow junior
Tribble Reese, who only has
several snaps to his credit so far
in his career. Michael Wade, a
red-shirt freshman from Greer,
will serve as the third team quarterback.
It is expected that Korn will
shoot up the depth chart this
spring to at least the second-string
job, but he will have to work
hard to gain the position. Harper
and Reese have been in offensive
coordinator Rob Spence's system
for two years now, while Wade
drew rave reviews from Spence
while he operated the scout team
last season.
The other area on offense to
that will see serious turnover is
the offensive line. Mammoth left
tackle Barry Richardson, who
turned down a chance to enter
the NFL following last season,
is the only returning starter on
the line after the graduation of
Roman Fry, Dustin Fry, Nathan
Bennett and Marion Dukes.
One bright spot in the seemingly dire situation is that left
guard Chris McDuffie was
thrown into action during the
Georgia Tech game when Roman
Fry went down with a torn ACL.
McDuffie impressed at times
during his five starts, and his
experience could go a long way
this season.
Looking to fill the holes up
front will be Thomas Austin,
Brandon Pilgrim, Chris Capote,
Cory Lambert and Barry
Humphries. The quintet is rich
with talent, but has yet to make a

see TIGERS, page C7

Carolina gets the best of Clemson
Tigers bounce back with win over
Coastal
Carolina on Wednesday.
HOKE HILL
STAFF WRITER

The second-ranked Clemson Baseball
team tallied two losses last weekend to the
University of South Carolina in the first half
of the season's four-game rivalry series. The
Tigers dropped a 12-0 decision to the fourthranked Gamecocks at home on Saturday and
lost 3-2 at Sarge Frye Field in Columbia on
Sunday
The Tigers struggled offensively in
Saturday's game, failing to score a run for
the first time this season and for the first time
at home since 2002. Clemson managed only
two hits in the game, courtesy of Brad Chalk
and J.D. Burgess. The Tigers were shut down
by the pitching of Harris Honeycutt, who

TIGER SCHEDULE
BASEBALL
Friday 3/9
Memphis
4 p.m.
Clemson, S.C.
Saturday 3/10
Memphis
2 p.m.
Clemson, S.C.

WHIFF!: South Carolina's Justin Smoak takes a strike at Tiger Field last Saturday.
pitched seven innings with seven strikeouts
and four walks, while improving his record
to 4-0 this season.
South Carolina, on the other hand, had

their way at the plate, scoring 12 runs on 12
hits. David Kopp was the starting pitcher for

see BATS, page C7
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Sunday 3/11
Memphis
1 p.m.
Clemson, S.C.
Wednesday
3/14
Georgia
Southern
7:15 p.m.
Clemson, S.C.

MEN'S
TENNIS
SaturdayMonday 3/1012
Spring
Invitational
TBA
Clemson, S.C.

ALAN SMITH
assistant sports editor
The Super Bowl, the World
Series and college bowls are
all examples of great sporting
events in this country. But in my
opinion, nothing matches the
excitement and intensity level
of the NCAA Tournament in college basketball.
You don't have to be a big
college basketball fan to enjoy
March Madness, since filling
out brackets and participating in
tournament pools has practically
become a social norm (heck, even
Facebook has brackets now).
Part of what makes the
tournament so exciting is its
unpredictable nature. Even the
most obsessed fans, like myself,
often come up short in their
pools. The only time I have ever
had any great success in filling
out a bracket was in 2004 when,
amazingly, I correctly picked all
four Final Four teams (Georgia
Tech, Oklahoma State, Duke and
UConn).
Of course, I had Oklahoma
State defeating Duke for the
national title, but in reality, UConn and Georgia Tech
advanced. I didn't even win my
own pool that year since one
of my friends correctly tabbed
UConn as the national champion, which carried more weight
in the point standings.
There have been many other
years, such as last year, where
none of my Final Four picks
made it that far. In fact, I think
there was one season where I
was done after the Sweet 16.
With Selection Sunday just a
couple of days away, it's already
time to start considering some
possibilities in this year's tournament. For the first time in
what seems like forever, our own
Clemson Tigers have actually
gone into the ACC Tournament
with realistic chances of making
the Big Dance.
Of course, we all have a better idea of Clemson's chances
today after Thursday's first
round game against fellow
bubble team Florida State, for
which the results were unavailable at press time. It's pretty
simple, though. If Clemson lost,
then they won't make the tournament. However, if they won,
then they'll be in decent position
with a chance for a marquee win

see BRACKETS, page C3

INSIDEWOMEN'S
TENNIS
Friday 3/9
Boston College
1 p.m.
Chestnut Hill,
Mass.

MEN'S GOLF
Friday-Sunday
3/9-11
Las Vegas
Invitational
All Day
Las Vegas, Nev.

SWIMMING &
DIVING
FridaySaturday
3/9-10
NCAA
Championship
All Day
Minneapolis,
Minn.

Thursday 3/15
NCAA
ChampionshipMen

All Day
Minneapolis,
Minn.
Baseball faces another nonconference foe, pageC4.
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WATCH LIVE GAMES FROM
THE 2007 NCAA® DIVISION I
MEN'S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP ONLINE EOB FREE!
SIGN UP EARLY FOR wp ACCESS:

® CBS SportsLne.com

ncaaspoits.eom/mmod

®CTsSp(xtsLriexom

tUliSlFMTULl

vfZSZ"0*

'-T aoo6

HI Webster's © \\

The only way to get better coverage would be to
have CLARK KELLOGG broadcasting from your
desk. And even he can't cover all 56 games*
from the first three rounds.

Presented online by
jgrngs.

COURTYARD

PVLIi

AVirnotl

ncaasports.com/mmod
NCMsparfs.com

® cBsSportsLme.com

CSTv
MtOUO HtOMOnONU. M»tW«

*Local blackout rules will limit availability to 37 games for most people. This product will not include the Opening Round game on March 13,2007.
KWHarthMadnesson^andisonr^
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BRACKETS: Surprise picks the key to success in NCAA pool
over UNC today, which would
almost certainly land the Tigers
in the tournament.
Now let's say that Clemson
beat FSU yesterday, but can't
come up with a win over the
Tar Heels today (the most likely
scenario). The Tigers will have a
shot, but it may come down to
how well other bubble teams
perform in their conference
tournaments.
In 1996 and 1998, when the
ACC was deep, a 7-9 conference record and first round
ACC Tournament victory were
enough to get the Tigers into
the tournament. In 1996, Greg
Buckner's last second jam
against UNC in the first round
of the ACC Tournament gave
the Tigers a crucial 75-73 victory and secured an NCAA
tournament berth. Ironically
enough, a similar situation
could occur today with a tournament appearance on the line.
A win only over FSU may not be
enough this year, though. When
the ACC had only nine teams, a
first round win (not including
the 8-9 seed play-in game) carried the same magnitude as a
second round win would today.
Therefore, a first round win in
the 12-team ACC may not be
deemed to be as significant by
the Selection Committee.

As far as the rest of college
basketball is concerned, I can
already make some initial tournament speculations before the
official brackets are released.
The past several weeks, my
thought has been that UCLA
would be my national champion
pick. However, it looks like they
may be the tournament's No. 1
overall seed, which is usually
the kiss of death. The No. 1 overall seed almost never wins it all,
so I may have to reconsider.
The-four teams I think are
most likely to go to the Final
Four, at this point, are UCLA,
Wisconsin, Texas A&M and
UNC. However, I probably
won't live by this when I fill out
my bracket because any two of
these teams could end up in the
same region. Also, there is usually at least one surprise Final
Four team every year and there
are a few sleepers to consider.
One team to watch out for
is Maryland. This is a team
nobody wants to play right now.
The Terps started 3-6 in ACC
play and appeared to be heading towards yet another NIT
appearance, but they have won
seven straight since to finish in
a tie for third place in the conference. This is a veteran squad
that is really clicking right now
and is capable of beating any-

XOE & TIGERtftpAW
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PRESENTS:

one.
Another potential Final Four
sleeper is Washington State. The
Cougars have been the nation's
biggest surprise and finished
second in a strong Pac-10, yet
still seem to be flying under the
radar. Don't be surprised to see
these guys make a big run in the
tournament.
Texas is also a team I think
could make some noise this year.
Normally I wouldn't expect
such a young lineup to make
a deep run, but Kevin Durant,
A.J. Abrams and D.J. Augustin
are all playing like veterans. The
Longhorns are a perfect example
of a great all-around team, but
with one superstar (Durant)
who can take over at any time.
Every year there are several
teams from mid-major and lowmajor conferences that surprise
higher-seeded teams. While a
George Mason-like run doesn't
occur too frequently, you can
typically bet on one or two of
these schools to make it to the
Sweet 16.
This season I am fairly confident that Winthrop will break
through and win a tournament
game. The Eagles swept the
Big South and have only lost
four games all to ranked opponents on the road. They took
Wisconsin into overtime and led

lOPULOS/photoe

UNC at halftime before losing
by only seven. The other two
losses were to Maryland and

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

th

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

LIVE @ LITTLEJOHN COLISEUM
www.clemsonmaiorevents.com

ticketmaster.com
(864)233-2525

from page Cl

LET'S DANCE: Senior Vernon Hamilton is hoping to lead the
Tigers to their first NCAA Tournament appearance in nine years.

AN EVENING WITH PERPETUAL GROOVE

BOX OFFICE: 864.656.1413
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Texas A&M, which is certainly
nothing to be ashamed of.
Last season I actually picked
Winthrop, a 15 seed, to beat
two-seed Tennessee in the first
round, and it nearly happened.
But just when I thought I had
called a major upset, the Vols
broke my heart by hitting an
off-balance game-winning three
at the buzzer. Hopefully the
Eagles will come through for me
this year.
Davidson is another team I
think could pull off a first round
surprise after tearing through
an unusually strong Southern
Conference. In addition, CAA
teams are known for pulling off
upsets in the tournament (see
George Mason last season.) VCU
claimed the conference's autobid, while Old Dominion and
Drexel could make things interesting if either one is selected.
As for potential disappointments, Ohio State and Kansas
both strike me as teams that
could fall short of their lofty
tournament expectations. Don't
get me wrong, these are two
great teams, but they both
played relatively weak conference schedules. I would stick
defending champion Florida in
this category as well.
Virginia Tech is a team that
presents an interesting case.
I would consider the wildly
inconsistent Hokies a decent bet
for a first round upset loss, since
they seem to play down to their
competition. However, they also
have the potential to make a
deep run if they can avoid an
early upset, as they do own two
victories over UNC.
Indiana, Vanderbilt, Southern
Cal, Butler and even Duke are
some other teams that come to
mind regarding potential first
round upset victims, depending
on how they're seeded and who
they're matched up against. If an
early exit is in store for the Blue
Devils, we can only hope that
we won't see any cheap shots
("cough" Gerald Henderson) or
crybabies (i.e. Josh McRoberts.)
My one piece of advice when
filling out your bracket is to
have fun with it and take some
chances.
Don't always pick the higher
seed to advance because there
will be lots of upsets,, and if you
successfully' caX'ahy^Vyou( can
brag to your friends ab'ouHt'and
label yourself an "expert."
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Baseball hosts Memphis
Clemson looks for good
weekend after dropping
two to Carolina.
JOSH FORT
STAFF WRITER

After dropping the last two
contests to South Carolina, the
sixth-ranked Clemson baseball
team (7-3) looks to rebound this
weekend when they face the
Memphis Tigers (7-1) in a threegame series at Doug Kingsmore
Stadium.
Memphis is fresh off a
three-game sweep in the
AutoZone
Classic.
Last
weekend, Memphis downed
Northern Iowa 3-2, Indiana 5-3
and Eastern Illinois 5-3 en route
to taking home the AutoZone
Classic Title.
The visiting Tigers are led
offensively by infielder Bill
Moss who tops Conference
USA with a batting average of
.438. The Germantown, Tenn.,
native is slugging .844 and has
knocked three pitches out of
the park.
Memphis has also seen solid
offensive production out of Joey
Liberman, who serves as either
the designated hitter or first
baseman for the Tigers. He hits
.370, slugs .556 and has legged
out two triples.
Starting pitching has not
exactly been the forte for
Memphis as all seven of the
Tigers wins have come in relief.
Thus far, sophomore Matt
Yokley (3-0) has come out of
the bullpen to give the Tigers
three wins and a 0.00 ERA.
Opponents are batting just .154
against Yokley.
Forsythe, Ga., Native Mark
Doll (2-0) has also pitched well
out of the pen, compiling a 0.00
ERA.
The Birmingham Southern
transfer has yet to allow a walk
this season. Phillip Utley, Marc
Ashley and Lance Scoggins
have all started games for

Track team members
head to Arkansas to compete in NCAAs.
TYRONE GAYLE
STAFF WRITER

LIZ HUNTER/assistant photo editor

STRETCH IT OUT: Tiger first baseman Andy D'Alessio tags out
a South Carolina base-runner in action last weekend.

Memphis this year but have not
fared well. Utley did, however,
turn in his best performance last
Friday against Northern Iowa
when he went seven innings,
surrendering three hits and two
earned runs.
Memphis is currently fielding .971 as a team, third in
Conference USA.
For Clemson, catcher Doug
Hogan continues to hit well at
.412. Hogan leads the team in
batting average and homeruns
with four. Centerfielder Brad
Chalk is also hitting well, at
.395. Third baseman Marquez
Smith is hitting .293 with two
homeruns and leading the team
in RBIs with 10. Collectively,
the Tigers have seen offensive
production go down as they are
hitting a combined .278.
Clemson has been led
on the mound by relievers
Stephen Clyne (2-0) and Daniel
Moskos (2-1). Clyne, a native of
Parkland, Fla., has a 0.00 ERA,
has struck out 10 and walked
only one in 10 and two thirds
innings pitched. Moskos has

also been strong for the Tigers
out of the bullpen. In eight
innings, he has eight strikeouts
and an ERA of 2.25.
Starter PJ. Zocchi (1-0) has
been spotty at times this season,
but was considered in the preseason to be the Tigers' ace. He
has a 3.68 ERA and has struck
out 13 in 14 innings pitched.
Sophomore Ryan Hinson (10) has looked sharp this season,
earning himself a spot in the
weekend rotation but has yet to
earn a win this season. Hinson
has an ERA of 1.20 thus far and
has struck out 12 in 15 innings.
Clemson is fielding at a clip
of .964 as a team this year, and
they have turned five double
plays.
The first pitch for Friday's
game is scheduled for 4 p.m.
The two Tiger ball clubs will
clash at 2 p.m. on Saturday and
at 1 p.m. on Sunday.
The weekend series against
Memphis will be Clemson's last
series before heading into ACC
play with a home series next
weekend against Duke.

Track
Six individuals from the
men's team and two from the
women's team will compete
this weekend at the NCAA
Indoor Championships held in
Fayetteville, Ark. Jacoby Ford,
who currently leads the nation
in his event, will look to capture Clemson's first short sprint
national title since 1999 when
Shawn Crawford took home the
200m crown. Also, look for his
teammate Travis Padgett to be
in the title hunt as well. Field
eventers Jason Bell (triple jump),
Mitch Greeley (pole vault) and
Ryan Koontz (heptathlon) are
each going after their second
Ail-American performances after
each placed in the top eight in
his event at last year's Outdoor
Championships. Last weekend, Itay Magidi flew halfway
across the world to compete in
the European Championships
in Birmingham, England where
he placed 12th in the 3000m,
and will compete in that same
event tomorrow night against
the best collegians in the country.
Magidi, the ACC Cross Country
Champion in the fall, enters the
meet with the fourth fastest time.

Liane Webber, who was
recently named the ACC Indoor
Freshman of the Year, enters the
championships with the fifth
best pentathlon score in the
country. Teammate Delia Clark is
ranked 14th in the weight throw
but will surely be a factor when
the meet begins this weekend.
Both squads will open up their
outdoor seasons at the Georgia
Relays in Athens,Ga., on March
16-17.
Golf
The Clemson Golf team put
up a comeback of epic proportions last weekend down in Rio
Mar, Puerto Rico. Led by freshmen Sam Saunders and Kyle
Stanley along with junior Tanner
Ervin, the Tigers crawled back
from a 4th place standing on the
first two days to finishing second
behind Georgia.
In the process however,
Clemson took down the defending national champions in
Oklahoma State and beat several
other top ranked teams including
Stanford, Alabama and Florida.
Clemson had an eight shot deficit to make up in the final four
holes and fought back admirably,
losing by only one stroke.
Clemson's second place finish
was its second runner-up finish
of the year, as it also finished second at the Carpet Classic in the
first tournament of the year. It
was Clemson's best finish at the
Puerto Rico Classic since 2004
when the Tigers also finished
second. The Golf team returns
to action this weekend at the Las
Vegas Invitational.

Tampa hosts ACC Basketball Championship
Clemson looks to
bolster NCAA Tournament chances in Florida.
BUCKY BERLIN
STAFF WRITER

Assuming that the Tigers the game and forced to sit out of
the NCAA, the Tigers dropped
nine of their next 11 conference defeated the Seminoles, how- yesterday's first round match up
games, managing to finish out ever, they will then be facing against North Carolina State.
All drama aside though, this
regular season play with wins the No. 1 seeded North Carolina
over Miami and Virginia Tech. Tar Heels today at noon. The year's tournament looks to be a
The aspirations of postseason Tar Heels won the only previ- sharp contrast to last year when
grandeur seemed to rise and fall ous match up between the two Duke won the championship,
with each game; the flashes of teams this season, dropping 78-76, over Boston College and
greatness were inevitably over- the Tigers 77-55 in Littlejohn J.J. Redick was named tournaruled by the harsh number in Coliseum on Jan. 17. Prior to ment MVP. The Blue Devils
that game the Tigers were 17-1, came in as a No. 7 seed this year
the loss column.
With any sort of NCAA tour- only three victories away from with a lukewarm .500 win-loss
nament bid dependent on indi- the magic 20. No one would conference record, which is out
vidual game play in the ACC have thought at the time that it of character for the team that
tournament, all that the Tigers would take more than a month was the number one seed a year
can do is take it one game at a and 10 more games to reach that agomark.
Virginia enters the tournatime and hope for the best.
Clemson and North Carolina, ment as the No. 2 seed this year
Besides, there is still a conferthankfully, will not have to face after sharing an 11-5 regular
ence championship to be won.
"It's tournament time now," Duke in tournament play, except season conference record with
said Clemson guard K.C. Rivers. possibly in the ACC champion- top-seeded North Carolina.
The Cavaliers are trailed by
"It's put up or shut up. Our ship game.
Both teams have an appar- No. 3 seed and intra-state rival
record is 0-0. Now it's just a
matter of who puts up the fight ent sour taste in their mouths Virginia Tech, who had a 10-6
and who doesn't." Going in as regarding the poster child team conference record.
Fourth-seeded
Boston
the No. 8 seed, the Tigers found of-tke conference: Clemson with
themselves squaring off with its infamous "timing error" in College rounds out the remainNo. 9 seeded Florida State yes- Cameron Indoor back on Jan. der of the bracket of teams with
terday, a team they beat twice 25 and North Carolina with first-round byes after a solid 10during the regular season and Gerald Henderson's elbow to 6 season as well.
Yet in a game where being
have faced five times in the last Tyler Hansbrough's face just
eight ACC tournaments. This last Sunday, an image that was hot is everything, no one is hotshould have provided some replayed on every major net- ter right now than the Maryland
Terrapins.
sort of reassurance, but as his- work all week.
The Terps' have seemingly
Whether or not the thrown
tory shows, it's all about who
•jVitpV.ajV in lotirWrttfrt*pW»V£lb6w' '
was
interihVn'aLV'si1»Vdrtder:VKe\r^^

The 54th annual ACC men's
basketball tournament kicked
off yesterday, with the results of
the four games (the first round
of play) unavailable at press
time.
With nearly nine teams
still in the theoretical hunt for
NCAA tournament bids, the
buzz around the media all week
has been about who is on the
"bubble," and how many individual games must be won in
the ACC tournament to be eligible for NCAA play. Yet general
consensus among the league has
been to focus on one game at a
time instead of openly speculating about national championship hopes.
No team epitomizes this philosophy right now more than
the Clemson Tigers.
. After starting the season 170 and standing alone.'as the last
*JtiMititdtfc»uhappen. **••.,
'remaining' undefeated' team' In

out the regular season: including a win over North Carolina
and two victories against Duke,
mind you.
Coming into the tournament
as the No. 5 seed, the Terrapins
faced lowly 12th Miami yesterday, and with a win will face
Boston College this afternoon.
The two teams have not met
since a bout that Boston College
won early last December.
Without an absolute standout this year in the ACC (two
teams were went 11-5, three
went 10-6 in conference play),
the championship game on
Sunday afternoon could very
well host a match up not seen in
many years.
And with official selection
information regarding the 69th
annual NCAA Division I men's
basketball championship tournament not being released until
Sunday evening, what better
way to spend the weekend than
challenging the conference for
the title of ACC Champion.
As K.C. Rivers said, it's time
to put up or shut up, because
the outcome of every game
just depends on who wants it
more. The Tigers just need to
ride their short hot-streak into

/^Henderson was ejected iTo^t*^d^J^iA^jhin^f^ati^^\^tJt^^l^^\,.t*.\\'\*. ,\\\
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Spring Break Warm-Up!
A day of safety & empowerment...
Wednesday, March 14th

Clemson Ladies!
Noon-2pm
Drive by Press Rd (between P-3 and R-3 near the West End
Zone) for FREE car safety checks performed by some of
your favorite campus men!
First 250 students receive a FREE spring break kit!

Clemson Baseball
Vs.

Georgia Southern!
First 1,000 students receive a FREE empower towel!

Midnight Madness '07!
Men Against Violence 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament
9pm-Midnight, Fike Recreation Center
Featuring DJ Ike along with FREE t-shirts and a midnight
breakfast!
Register at Redfern or online at www.wsbf.net by March 12th
Sponsored by Redfern, CLEMSONLiVE, and Interfratemlty Council.
In partnership with: Aramark, Club Sports Assoc, Men's Rugby, Lacrosse, Peer Health,
Student Government, and Student Affairs.

www.catbus.com
654-CATS (2287)

'Now hiring CAT Bus Drivers
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Tigers beat VT
Clemson basketball
finishes regular season
with road victory.
DANIEL TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

After any hope for making the
NCAA was all but lost, Clemson
prevailed 75-74 in its final game
of the regular season, making the
bubble situation interesting again.
Facing off against the No. 21
Virginia Tech Hokies in the hostile
city of Blacksburg, Va., the Tigers
blasted out of the gates with a 2611 lead early in the first half. But
on Senior Day in Hokieland, head
coach Seth Greenberg was able to
rally his troops before halftime,
and close the gap to a mere three
points. The second half would be
a 20-minute war as Virginia Tech
was fighting for a share of the
ACC regular season crown. With
championship dreams on the line,
the Hokies took the lead twice
in the closing minutes. Clemson
appeared to be willing to give the
game away off missed free throws
once again, as senior point guard
Vernon Hamilton closed the game
2-8 from the stripe. However, K.C.
Rivers made a three-point jumper
with 2:20 on the clock, putting the
Tigers on top, 73-72. Tech answered
back quickly with a two-point play,
but again Rivers retook the lead
for the Tigers with a short bucket
of his own. The Hokies were left
with 20 seconds to make a play at
the end of the game, but they came
up short.
Despite Qemson missing itslast three foul shots to close out
the game, Oliver Purnell's squad
emerged victorious and improved
to 21-9 (7-9) on the year. Purnell
gained just his fourth victory over
teams that finished with winning
ACC record in his four years as
head coach.
The win in Blacksburg was

considered unlikely before the
game, and shocking after the Tigers
pulled off the upset. For much of
the year, the Tigers were the trendy
pick to the national press, being the
only undefeated team at 17-0. They
were a no-brainer selection for the
NCAA tournament. But after dropping nine of 11 games and needing
overtime to defeat the ACC's cellar
dweller, Miami, the Tigers were
as out as jean shorts and disco
music. Instead, the Tigers circled
the wagons and defeated a topnotch ACC team who had not lost
at home since January (and only
once this season). How could this
instant turnaround happen? The
tale of the game was three pointers. Rivers lead the team — going
5-7 from downtown and making
all three of his attempts in the
second half. Cliff Hammonds had
three of his own and was 2-4 in
the final 20 minutes. Both Rivers
and Hammonds drove the action
in the second half, coming up with
big buckets when the Tigers went
flat on offense. The Tiger duo combined for 39 points in the game.
The small miracle of a win
puts the Tigers in an interesting
situation for the post season. The
victory has them at 21 wins and
tied for 15fh in the RPI, which are
typical characteristics of tournament teams. The road win versus
the ranked Hokies will also help, as
it will be seen as the season's best
game to the selection committee.
Bubble scenarios have six teams
from the ACC already making the
tournament (already a respectable
number). Georgia Tech, 20-10 (8-8),
Clemson, 21-9 (7-9) and Florida
State, 19-11 (7-9) are considered
candidates for a bid as well. While
Tech is the favorite amongst those
teams, Clemson is not far behind.
Head-to-head the Tigers split the
series with the Yellow Jackets and
swept Florida State this year. A bid
could likely rest on the outcome of
the Clemson-Florida State match
up in the opening round of the
ACC tournament.

SPRING BREAK
INFORMATION
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FREE SPRING BREAK
MODEL SEARCH CALENDAR*
•VALID FO« FIBST

1000

RESERVATIONS.

On the "quiet" side of campus • Near the Botanical gardens and the Walker Golf Course •
Easy commute!

FEATURE
►Ceramic tile baths, kitchen, and foyer
•Cultured marble counters in baths
•Crown molding
•Upgraged carpet
•All new vanities, faucets,

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

and most appliances
Asking $54,900
units rent for $550 per month

ATTENTION RENTERS ARE YOU TIRED:
OF OVERPRICED APARTMENTS?
OF NEVER GETTING YOUR DEPOSIT RETURNED?
OF CONSTANT MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS?
THEN TAKE A LOOK AT BELLVIEW CROSSING!
ONLY $850 PER MONTH FOR A BRAND NEW:
3 BDRM, 2.5 BATH
ONE CAR GARAGE
WASHER/DRYER
ONLY 10 MINUTES FROM CAMPUS
9 OR 12 MONTH LEASES AVAILABLE
CALL ABODE PROPERTY AT (864)654-5470
FOR LEASING AND SALES INFO
*additional rentals available in Seneca & Clemson*

The Tiger is holding senior staff elections this
Monday. Contact Julie at
editor@thetigernews.com.
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BATS: Hitting slump
Clemson, allowing seven runs
on six hits in just more than
five innings to go to 1-1 on the
season. Phil Disher and James
Darnell led the Gamecocks
offensively with four RBIs each,
including three-run homers for
both players in the third and
sixth innings, respectively.
The Tigers were much more
competitive Sunday, holding
a 2-1 lead in the eighth inning
before South Carolina scored
runs in the bottom of the eighth
and ninth to take the 3-2 victory.
The Gamecocks jumped out to
an early lead in the first inning
with an RBI single by Disher
that drove Travis Jones in for
a score. The Tigers remained
down by one until the seventh
inning when Marquez Smith
drove in Taylor Harbin from
third base.
In the top of the eighth,
freshman Addison Johnson
earned the first RBI of his
Clemson career while driving
in D.J. Mitchell to take the lead.
Disher batted a run in the eighth
for his second RBI of the game
and Darnell scored the winning
run for the Gamecocks in the
bottom of the ninth.
Will Atwood earned the win
for South Carolina by pitching
a scoreless ninth inning and
starter Mike Cisco allowed
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only five hits and one run in
more than six innings. Clemson
starter Ryan Hinson pitched six
innings, allowing only one run
on four hits while striking out
five.
The Tigers will face South
Carolina again in April for the
conclusion of the home-andhome series.
The Gamecocks will come
to Clemson on April 11 at 7:15
p.m., and the series will finish in
Columbia on April 18 at 7 p.m.
On Wednesday, Clemson
bounced back to shut out No.
17 Coastal Carolina 4-0 at Tiger
Field. Starting pitcher RJ. Zocchi
(2-0) picked up the win for the
Tigers, who are now 8-3.
The Tigers clung to a 1-0
lead for much of the game,
thanks to back-to-back two-out
doubles by Chalk and Harbin
in the third inning. Clemson
added three more insurance
runs in the eighth after RBI's
from Andy D'Alessio, Smith
and Mitchell.
The Tigers will return to
action this weekend as host to
the University of Memphis for
a three game series.
The first pitch will be at
4 p.m. today, and Saturday's
game will begin at 2 p.m. The
series will conclude with a 1
p.m. game on Sunday.

TIGERS: Competition wide-open
serious impact on the field.
At wide receiver, two-time
All-ACC wideout Chansi Stuckey
is gone. Speedster Jacoby Ford,
who showed flashes of brilliance
last season as a freshman, will be
expected to fill Stuckey7 s shoes.
When Stuckey went down with
an injury last year, Ford did an
admirable job of filling in for him
and should fit well into the role.
Returning for the Tigers are
reliable receivers Aaron Kelly and
Tyler Grisham. Rendrick Taylor
also returns after breaking his
arm against Wake Forest last season. Unable to escape injury, the
highly-talented junior had surgery in February to repair a nagging foot injury. He is expected to
return for at least part of spring
practice. Freshman Xavier Dye,
who enrolled in January, will also
be participating in spring practice.
The Tigers have also lost reliable tight end Thomas Hunter
to graduation. The senior missed
the Music City Bowl, which
allowed Durrell Barry to shine
in Nashville. He hauled in a 32yard touchdown pass from Will
Proctor, hopefully giving fans a
taste of whaf s to come. Akeem
Robinson will also be in the running for the starting tight end job.
He is known as a better blocker
than receiver, but the coaching

staff has praised the progress he's
made with his hands in the past.
The running backs will once
again be the strength of the team,
as first-team All-ACC running
back James Davis returns along
with second-team All-ACC back
C.J. Spiller. The duo combined
for more than 2,000 yards on the
ground and are regarded as one
of the finest running back tandems in the country.
Backing them up will be
Ray Ray McElrathbey, who has
become somewhat of a journeyman on the Tiger's roster. After
spending most of his young
career at defensive back, he
moved to wide receiver briefly
before settling in at the running
back position. His impact will
continued to be felt mainly on
special teams where he stood out
for most of last season.
On defense, the losses are
much more an issue of quality
over quantity when compared to
the offense. Gone is consensus
Ail-American Gaines Adams,
who tore apart the record book
as a senior last year. Also gone
are linebacker Maurice Nelson
and cornerbacks C.J. Gaddis and
Duane Coleman.
Defensive end Ricky Sapp
will look to fill the void left by the
departed Adams. Sapp has the
same tall, athletic build of Adams
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and looks poised to follow in his
footsteps. On the other end of
the line will be Phillip Merling,
who has looked good in his first
two years as a Tiger. He will be
expected to produce more in
his junior year now that Adams
is gone, while his backup Jamie
Cumbie will be pressing for more
playing time as well.
The interior line will remain
the same as Jock McKissic and
Dorrell Scott will fill the middle
of the line. The big boys struggled
a bit down the stretch and will
need to keep their production
up to stay on the field. Look for
Rashaad Jackson to also have
impact. He was third on the team
last year in quarterback pressures
with 10.
The linebacker unit is losing
senior Maurice Nelson, who had
a year of eligibility remaining, but
is receiving a huge boost in the
return of senior Tramaine Billie.
Billie was lost to injury all of
last season with a broken ankle
and now figures to be the centerpiece of the strong unit. He is
known as a speedy, hard-hitting
play maker who should instantly
bolster the defensive unit.
He will be joined by Nick
Watkins and Antonio Clay, who
received much praise last year for
their solid play without Billie and
Anthony Waters, who tore his
ACL in the opening game against
Florida Atlantic.
While Coleman and Gaddis
are gone from the cornerback
positions, there is still plenty to be
optimistic about in the secondary.
Michael Hamlin is back for his
junior year after battling through
injuries last season. Last month,
he underwent surgery to repair
a stress fracture in his foot, and
is expected to miss at least half of
spring practice.
Safety
Chris
demons
impressed during his first year as
a starter with more than 100 tackles to his credit. Chris Chancellor
and Crezdon Butler will look to
fill the holes at cornerback, and
that should sit just fine with Tiger
fans. Butler paced the Tigers with
three interceptions last season,
while Chancellor showed plenty
of promise last year.
For the first time since 2003,
Jad Dean and Cole Chason will
not be on the special teams.
Dean's well-documented collapse
last year was capped when he
was benched during the Music
City Bowl in favor of a walk-on
kicker nobody had ever heard
of. His confidence was never
regained after faltering on an
extra point attempt in the Boston
College game in the second game
of the season, and fans were more
than ready for a change.
Chason, who had received
harsh criticism during most of his
career, thrived during his senior
year.
Many credited the change in
the punting formation for taking
the pressure off of Chason so he
could focus on making solid contact on the ball.
Red-shirt freshman Richard
Jackson will look to take over at
both kicking positions but will
receive competition from a number of walk-ons. Though he has
yet to take the field as a Tiger,
Jackson has already had a top
play on Sportscenter. He booted
a 64-yard field goal as a senior at
Riverside High School, which is a
state record.
The Tigers will have 14 practices between tomorrow and
April 11. While those practices
are closed to the public, the Tigers
will host the annual Orange and
White game on April 14 at Death
Valley. Admission is free, for all
ages.
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Camelot graces Greenville Japanese band
overtakes stage
CAITLYN ELLERBE

STAFF WRITER

Both on the golden screen
and on Broadway, numerous
renditions of the King Arthur
tale have been attempted.
Each time the same story is
told. The previously orphaned
child takes on the role of king,
marries a beautiful lady,
and creates a round table of
renowned knights.
The rest of the plot focuses
on the obstacles and responsibilities that come with a title
of nobility and a dedication
to what is morally right. Yet
it never seemed as though the
production staff could decide
quite precisely on the character of the notorious trio (King
Arthur, Guenevere and Sir
Lancelot).
Even though most vaguely
remember seeing the 1967
Lerner and Loewe version
in an English class way back
when, the recently presented
resembled the Sean Connery/
Richard Gere "First Knight"
version. For anyone who has
seen both of these versions,
they may imagine the adjustment that was necessary.
In this case, out came something more closely resembling
our President. The ability to
rule over an empire seemed
like a tedious and impossible task. What was lost was
a majestic and fully capable
King Arthur (upholder of
truth and justice, inventor of
the round table, man of legends, etc.).
However as the night went
on, the dazzling pageantry of
colors, sound and props drew
the audience into the magic
that was, in fact, Camelot. In
particular, such numbers as
"Lusty Month of May" featured a stage full of Dionysian
debauchery, raucous revelry,
or basically just all around
good fun that was sure to
leave the audience themselves
lusting for the impending
spring. In particular, the success both of this scene and the
play in general can be given to
Rachel York (Guenevere) who

LENA WRIGHT
TAFF WRITER

COURTESY Craig Schwartz

EXCALIBUR RULES: A rendition of King Arthur's tale takes the
stage at Greenville's Peace Center.

throughout the play wavered been difficult to be drawn into
between an impetuous maiden the play's gay frivolities and
and beloved queen, a beguil- incessant musical numbers.
Finally, one cannot review
ing mistress and a judicious
companion and a passionate Camelot without making
lover and a compassionate mention both of its obvious
political undertones (not even
wife.
In short, she not only withstanding the marked
brought out both man and boy resemblance of King Arthur
in Arthur, but also the saint to Bush) and somewhat hokey,
and sinner in Lancelot. Both but still timely take-home
James Barbour (Lancelot) and message.
Perhaps one of the most
Michael York (King Arthur)
were indeed spot-on actors memorable scenes is that in
who elicited in the audience which Arthur is "walkingthe precise emotions intended. through" his thoughts. In
However, it is not a ridiculous this scene he determines that
assumption to say that just power is held by those few
as a good dish may need the individuals with the might to
occasional salt (or in this case take it by force; however, just
Pepper), King Arthur would because they can physically do
have seemed dull-witted and as they please, that does not
naive and Lancelot vain and negate the moral implications
stupid without the depth of using "Might for Right"
of character brought out by rather than as an indication
of right.
Guenevere.
This message is furthered
Also of note, while his
appearances
were
rather in the closing scene as Arthur
limited, the scene featuring stands in the killing fields,
Merlyn (Eric Anderson) as watching his noble ideas and
a sort of entranced shaman once noble Kingdom being
hosted not only a dark and ripped apart. As this hapmystical change in pace but pens, he finds a boy (Tom of
also brilliant acting. His role Warwick) who seeks to join the
as advisor to King Arthur Knights of the Round Table for
brought into the production the ideals they uphold.
At this moment, Arthur
a short remission from the
typical banter found between realizes that so long as people
husband, wife, and lover. It hold the ideals Camelot stands
can honestly be said that with- for in their hearts, its message
out this scene it would have will forever be immortalized.

Booming sounds are heard
overhead followed by sporadic
bursts of a softer patter. It's the
sound of eight taiko drums inside
the Greenville Peace Center on
March 7.
A raucous syncopated rhythm
started out the show with no less
than 13 different drums being
wielded around the stage. Most
of the drums were half of the
size of the performers. But this
did not seem to matter as they
beat the skins, high-stepped and
let out animalistic cat calls at the
other drummers. It was percussion. It was music. It was dance.
It was theatre, but most of all it
was art.
Kodo is a group formed in
the early 80s to explore the cultural and artistic side of ancient
Japanese dnimming. Their name
is derived from the Japanese
word for "heartbeat" and the
characters for "drum" and
"child," which are used to write
the name in Japanese.
What makes this style of
drumming so interesting is how
different it is from the types of
drumming that are prevalent in
America today. Most get their
fundamental rhythms
from
European, Native American and
African cultures. Whereas many
of these rely on making the one

rhythm being played more difficult, it seemed that the Japanese
relied on seeing how many layers
of offsetting rhythms that they
could put on top of each other. It
seemed that at any moment, any
or all of the percussionists would
get lost in the jungle of sounds
they were creating.
As the show progressed,
three drummers would take off
different articles of clothing. As
more and more skin was seen,
more and more muscle was also
seen. The performers were solid
as a rock. It was no surprise that
they could be doing crunches as
they gripped the drum with their
thighs and beat as hard as they
could. The agility and strength
of the performers were almost as
impressive as the music.
It's said of Japanese musicians
that they have the technical side
of music down pat. But they have
a much harder time emoting than
western performers do. Many
Japanese music professors and
conductors even make the trip to
America and other countries to
observe this style of performance.
They should turn around and
head home. The Kodo drummers'
style of mixed media performing
draws the audience into the pulsating rhythms and aggressive
persona of the show. No matter
the tone they are trying to portray, it is always passionate and
always a thrill to watch.

COURTESY Bunlara Tanaka

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE: Kodo drummers turn music into an art with
a booming performance in Greenvile on March 7.

Monologues celebrate women sexuality
CORRINA MILLER
STAFF WRITER

There's nothing like watching a woman demonstrate more
than 10 different types of orgasmic moans with such finesse
and skill that put "When Harry
Met Sally" to shame or a proud
vagina warrior demanding the
reclaiming of her body. Welcome
to "The Vagina Monologues," an
Obie Award-winning play that
has been translated into more 24
different languages, and taken
to 20 countries including China,
South Africa, The Philippines,
Brazil and Turkey.
Now it has become a traditional part of the Clemson
University theatre lineup. The
play is composed of a variety of
monologues that cover everything from rape, to transgender,
to what one's vagina might
smell like.
Some of them are funny, oth-

ers are serious, but all of them
are from real women. Writer of
"The Vagina Monologues," Eve
Ensler, interviewed more than
200 women in order to compose
this play and give a voice to all
kinds, types, shapes, sizes and
ages of women everywhere.
This year, "The Vagina
Monologues" was held in the
Bellamy Theatre, a black box
theatre that created a very
intimate setting for this play.
Actors performed all over the
space, including the balcony
above, and pulled the audience
into the world of "The Vagina
Monologues."
One audience member said
it allowed them to feel more
involved in the show than years
before.
The set was a simple one and
resembled a cozy living room
while the lighting was subtle
and helped .to set the mood and
bring a variety of emotions to

each and every monologue.
As always, there was the
usual line up of monologues
from "Because He Liked to
Look
At It" in which a woman
describes how she came to love
her vagina because of a sexual
experience with a man who
was in awe of her vagina to
"My Vagina Was My Village,"
a monologue compiled from the
testimonies of Bosnian women
subjected to rape camps, to
the ever comical "My Angry
Vagina," in which a woman
humorously rants about injustices wrought against the vagina,
such as tampons, douches and
the tools used by OB/GYNs.
"The Vagina Monologues"
always strives to have a variety of women in its cast and
this year was no exception.
Gypsey Teague, a transgender,
gave a more honest perspective
and stronger voice than ever

to the monologue "They Beat
the Girl out of My Boy... or so
They Tried." The monologue is
a "Greek chorus" of transgenders talking about the violence,
the anger, and sometimes, the
acceptance and love shown
towards them in today's society.
Also, there were a few new
additions to the line up this year.
Every year, Eve Ensler composes
a few new monologues based on
the ongoing events in the world
to add to the line up and central
theme for the play.
The
new
monologues
included "My Short Skirt" and
the "2007 Spotlight Monologue"
to go with the theme of
"Reclaiming Peace."
"Skirt," performed by three
proud young women, was a
declaration that "my short
skirt is not a reason for raping
me." The "Spotlight" monologue spoke about the violence
against women during war and

asked everyone to "be bolder
this year and kinder ... [and] to
speak out, stand up for an end
to violence." Ninety percent
of the proceeds from "Vagina
Monologue" performances go
to the chosen charity organization of the year which, for
2007, was the Initiative Against
Sexual Trafficking and the other
10 percent goes to "The Vagina
Monologue" Charity
The directors of "The
Vagina Monologues"
were
overwhelmed and extremely
delighted when the play sold
out every night.
People drove from as far as
50 miles away for a chance to see
this play and to take part in the
fight against violence towards
women. Some audience members even came all three nights.
Over all, the play was an
astonishing success and earned
multiple standing ovations from
its audience.
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by ORSON SWELLES
In just over a week from
now, none of you will be reading this article. You won't be
thinking about tests, you won't
be dunking about homework
assignments, and most of us
won't be thinking about anything at all. Thaf s right; the god
of partying has decided to start
Clemson's spring break on the
same Saturday as St. Patrick's
Day.
This conglomeration of holiday celebrated by inebriation can
certainly be a recipe for disaster,
but then again, thaf s the aim of
spring break. If you've ever seen
advertisements for spring break,
you know that resorts, bars and
travel agencies are all about creating combinations to draw you
in to spend your money. "Come
enjoy the fun and sun," they say.
"Beaches, beer and babes" are
promised to draw in the guys
with the flush bank accounts.
Even the drinks they serve are
clever combinations of pineapples, coconuts and rum.
While these mixtures are
heterogeneous and oh so hedonistic, there are many combinations that should definitely be
avoided. If you do decide to
spend one minute in a sober
enough state of mind to have
any brain function, consider
the following recipes that can
only lead to disgrace, anxiety
or pain.
I know that the beach is an
erotic locale, what with scantily clad men and women with
their oiled bodies glistening in
the sun and splashing through
the soothing waves. This by no
means is an excuse to decide

that the equation sand
+ sex = good. That
equation is much too
simple, because without the addition of a
large towel, or even better
a reclining beach chair,
you are going to get
sand + sex = rash.
Think about it like
this. Glass is made from
millions of sand particles. Sandpaper is
made from, well, sand.
You sandblast something to
completely remove the paint
from it. Would you have sex
with a broken bottle? Would
you rub sandpaper on your
sea cucumber while watching
"Girls Gone Wild?" Would you
sandblast your clitoris? As long
as you are sane and don't have
an iron vulva or a steel penis,
I'm guessing you answered no
to these questions. Remember
your answer to this before you
say yes to the sexy lifeguard
who walks bowlegged and
carries a backpack full of Gold
Bond.
Balconies and undertowheavy oceans can be just as
risky as random bareback
hook-ups with guys nicknamed
"The Clapper" and "Drippy
McSyphilis." I'm not saying
that every spring fling has to be
performed in a bed with maximum security and impenetrable
super-latex condoms, but make
sure that in a moment of pure
bliss you don't flip over a rail
or get swept out to Cuba. Even
a daring rescue would involve
picking you up off the ground
or out of the deep sea pants-less

and probably a bit humbler and more sober.
Getting to spring
break is usually costly
and time consuming, so
most people are looking to
pass the time much more
quickly. Two transportation temptations that
should definitely be
avoided both involve
pounding. Whether
ifs pounding some
booze or pounding
a floozy, both create
distractions while driving.
Mixing both together is
sadly more common than it
should be, and is probably
the worst idea possible.
Remembering to use
a turn signal, don a condom,
go the speed limit, attend to
all erogenous zones, stay in
your lane, and have both you
and your front seat fornicator
orgasm all at the same time
is hard enough without Jack
Daniels screaming in your ear,
making you dizzy and turning
a five-minute spunk-fest into a
70-mile an hour whiskey dig of
epic proportions.
Now I know that there are
many different spring break
retreats that don't involve
beaches such as ski trips, big
city vacations and going home
to visit your families, all of
which have their own caveats.
Hypothermic genitals, errant
taxi cab rendezvous and intrusive parents all stem from not
thinking about the when and
where of a sexual opportunity.
As long as you examine each of
the ingredients in your spring
break recipe and think about
what concoction could arise
from the mix, hopefully you
will come back to school on the
26th with a shred of decency,
some fun stories and a diseasefree crotch.
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Heroes pumps
crowd energy
MEREDITH HUMPREY
STAFF WRITER

Gym Class Heroes played
to a sold out crowd March 2nd
with supporting artists K-OS,
P.O.S. and the R X Bandits.
The concert had a number
of flaws on the whole, but
Heroes pulled through in the
end to make the drive and the
rest of the night not seem like
a total waste of time.
The concert was at Atlanta's
Masquerade, which is not one
of the greatest venues. The Q,
U and E are the only letters
that light the sign against a
giant black-box-looking building so it could be mistaken for
a Spanish question. If not for
the crowd, the atmosphere
would be lacking with little
decoration except for a few
banners displaying Gym Class
Heroes.
K-OS performed first with
a surprisingly unique sound
that put hip-hop lyrics on top
of music that was a solid mixture of rock, reggae and jazz.
His talent seems promising in
a world of cookie-cutter artists
where he is sure to stand out.
P.O.S. took the stage and
it was immediately apparent that he needed a pulpit
instead of a DJ. While his
messages had power behind
them, P.O.S. was out to make
political and personal statements and often discouraged
the crowd from cheering so
they could hear every word.
In between bashing politics
in general, his musical talents
were not strong and it turned
into a sermon with a rhyme
scheme.
The time in between bands
and the number of opening
acts took its toll on the audience until finally RX Bandits
seemed to offer a light at the
end of the tunnel. The group
boosted the audience's energy
and excitement as the crowd
livened up and prepared to
see the eagerly awaited Gym
Class Heroes.
While their
'ska' genre seemed oddly
placed in the midst of the
hip-hop groups, the audience

responded well to their sound
and their album is one that
should definitely be given a
chance.
"It was weird but there was
more energy for RX Bandits
than there was for Gym Class
Heroes — I thought they were
really good," said Clemson
sophomore Austin Player.
Finally, after a long threehour wait, Gym Class Heroes
took the stage with a neon
blue, green and pink dressed
front man Travis McCoy.
McCoy had control of the
stage and nothing was sacred
as he spoke about the art of
making out, students hooking
up with teachers, Myspace,
writer's block and more in
between every song.
The audience was wild
with every one of McCoy's
moves and the girls screamed
at every seductive, sweet or
even awkward face. Clemson
sophomore Kristin Publicover
also enjoyed his onstage personality.
"I liked how he was down
to earth and he was very
clever," said Publicover. He
wasn't fake—he was a regular
person."
Hits "Cupid's Chokehold,"
"The Queen and I" and "Viva
La White Girl" were a few of
the songs they played, as well
as a surprise cover of Red
Hot Chili Pepper's "Under
the Bridge." The biggest surprise of the night was during
the group's one-song encore.
While the band returned to
sing "Scandalous Scholastics,"
the audience heard McCoy
singing but he could not
be found on stage.
Soon
the crowd realized he was
standing in the middle of the
audience and flocked to get a
chance to touch the singer.
"The wait was ridiculous
but finding Travis in the crowd
was easily the best part of the
show," said Lindsey Helms.
While the smoothness of
the show, some of the opening acts and the appeal of the
venue were lacking, the Gym
Class Heroes saved the night
with their fun sound.
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Look for the solution to this week's puzzle on page D5.
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Clues
ACROSS

DOWN

1
5
9
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
23
24

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
20
22
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
33
35
40
41
42
43
45
47
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
59

25
28
31
32
34
36
37
38
39
41
43
44
46
48
49
50
53
57
58
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

Gumbo
Avail
Necklace part
Tell
Sanding tools
Unusual
Makes hot cereal
Afloat (2 wds.)
Little Mermaid's love
Hide
Angolan capital
Vow
Posttraumatic stress
disorder
Japanese religion
Garlands
Arm extension
Not as wet
Detest
Pixy
Avenue
Still
Car rental agency
Legal claim
Refer
Surpasses
Plasm
Long time periods
Dash
Seabird
Arabs
Healing plant
Jinxes
Adjoin
Goad
Cain's eldest son
Surrender
Cayuse
Let
Killed

Band instrument
Part of the "KKK"
Rodents
Slip away
Catch a ride
Otherwise
Downwind
Contains Book of Psalms
Width
Garner
Dry
Prefix ten
Nervous condition
Cereal
North American nation
Primp
Popular stadium
Cut in two
Introduce
Husbands' mates
President Rutherford B.
Vapor
Loots
Bunsen burner
Natural view
Suede
Slosh
Madmen
Bard's before
Scientist's office

Build
Pant
Dog food brand
Sentence part
Neuron end
Cain killed him
Au nature I
Brood
Vane direction

Moffl? SSKIRSftl &S (SJ^sB^I 'ocatec'at 408 College Ave. across
from the Blue Heron Restaurant

Slann Properties

654-1007
shelley@slannproperties.com

- specializes in rental houses that are close
to campus (from 1/4 to 3 miles)

PKOl'HRTll S

has 2,3 and 4 bedroom houses available
in May and August
- includes washer, dryer and dishwasher in all houses
- treats you with respect and focuses on keeping
you happy
Check out our web site and make
an appointment to see a home today.

www.slannproperties.com
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Black
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A booming drum is the
introduction to the movie.
It creates a pulse that is fast
enough to keep you intrigued,
but also is just slow enough to
tease you into wanting to know
more. And suddenly you see
them, writhing in rhythm with
the drum. They are Christina
Ricci and Justin Timberlake
locked in a sweaty, hot
embrace. Just like the drum, the
pulse of the movie pulls you in
and pushes you away, teasing
you with the hot blooded, back
country ways of the South.
Christina Ricci plays Rae, a
textbook nymphomaniac that
has uncontrollable spells that
leave her in agony/ecstasy.
These spells directly result
from her history of childhood
sexual abuse by the string of
low-lifes her mother dragged
in. Her only technique to get
rid of the spells is to jump the
nearest guy and ride him until
he /she /the spells are done.
The night after Rae's boyfriend
Ronnie (Timberlake) is shipped
off, she goes on a sex and drugfilled spree, which ends with
her getting badly beaten up
by Ronnie's best friend when
she turns him down. Along
comes ass-whooping-take-noprisoners Samuel L. Jackson
as Lazarus. As a departure
from his typical characters, he
is not the same angry SOB as
in "Snakes on a Plane." He is
an angry, God-fearing former
musician whose wife left him
for his brother. The use of the
name Lazarus is ridiculously
heavy-handed because (Gasp!)
Rae brought Laz back from the
dead. Another bible-themed
element of the plot is that
Rae, the prodigal daughter, is
brought back to the straight
and narrow by her righteous
father figure, Laz.
The movie centers on a
dying Southern town and all
the rednecks and characters
that live in it. The beauty is in
the simplicity of the life, and
the ugly, dirty reality of the
town just adds mystery and a
little bit of intrigue. If you've
seen Newry, Bethune or Elliot,
you understand the situation. Another reason why this
movie is awesome is the bluesy
soundtrack. Laz was based
loosely on a blues singer from
Texas named Blind Lemon
Jefferson. He is the original
author of "Black Snake Moan."
The blues is the most appropriate music for the old South. It
shows the pain of just trying
to survive. But it also shows
the sultry heat of the South.
It doesn't matter if the tempo
is fast or slow, the music is
always good and always a little
dirty.
If it's not obvious, this
movie is definitely worth the
money. "People" only gave it
one star, but this crazy, sexy,
scary tall tale is familiar to me.
Similar scenarios have been
played out in less interesting
ways in little towns like these
all over South Carolina. It's a
glorification of the dirty South.
And for whatever reason, it's
just more fun to be dirty.
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Last week, I did the
unthinkable.
That's
right,
ladies and fratboys, I gave up
Facebook. And I've lived to tell
about it.
In the spirit of Lent, and as
a practice of self-control, my
roommate and I decided to rid
ourselves of our generation's
greatest procrastination and
stalking tool. By the time this
column is published, I will have
been Facebook-free for 17 days
and so far have been pleasantly
reassured that yes, indeed I can
actually live my life without it.
I know that some of you are
thinking as you read this that
there is simply no life without
Facebook, but here I sit, a success story like the women on
the Jenny Craig commercials,
proving you wrong. "If I can
get rid of Facebook, anybody
can!"
When I told my best friend
that I had decided to spend a
month and a half (maybe more)
without what has become our
age group's virtual life-force,
she responded with a genuinely perplexed, "But...why?"
as if giving up Facebook was
a scary idea that she had never
even considered before. This
response is exactly the reason I
decided to give it up in the first
place. We're addicted, people.
The first step is admitting the
problem.
I regard Facebook with a
mixture of disgusted contempt
and the begrudging acceptance
that I, until recently, was no
better than any of you sad, sad
people. I have always considered myself "above" the whole
Facebook phenomenon. I don't
put actual information about
myself on it. I hardly ever
update. I don't make albums
of pictures. I don't change my
status so that everyone in the
world knows exactly what
I'm doing at every waking
moment. You know the people.
You're probably one of them.
"Liz is sitting in class right now
writing a column and avoiding
eye contact with her creepy
professor." Really, people, do
we need to know this information? No, no we don't.
So basically, I do not personally participate much at all
with Facebook, and therefore
I pleaded innocent. And yet,
to my horror, I began to realize that I end up spending
the same amount of time as
most other people do, aimlessly surfing the site like it's
my job. Even though I didn't
personally participate in the
whole publishing myself part
of Facebook, I was just as guilty
as the next person of wasting
my life on it. "Oh look, that kid
who sat behind me in biology
class junior year of high school
updated his interests! I HAVE
to look!"'"Hey, 'that 'girl who

lived down the hall from me
freshman year has changed
her relationship status from
'single' to 'it's complicated!'
What could this mean? I NEED
to know." It makes me sick to
think about the hours that I,
like the rest of you, have wasted browsing through other
people's published lives.
But here I sit, alive and
well on the other side. Having
gained some distance from
Facebook, I have become more
convinced that it is not only
completely unnecessary to
life, it is also changing the way
we interact in alarming ways.
How refreshing it has been to
have to ask someone for their
number if I need it, rather than
just looking it up on Facebook.
How interesting and excitingly
mysterious it has been to wonder something about a person
and not immediately gain that

information by accessing their
profile. Without Facebook, I
have been forced to return to
a thing called "human communication." It's an important
life skill that I doubt our robot
children will possess.
I have thoroughly enjoyed
my time without Facebook so
far. Sure, there are times when
I am tempted to log on, but
those minor annoyances are
outshined by the nice sense of
freedom that I have gained by
unchaining myself from my
computer. It's rather nice not
knowing my friends' and random acquaintances' each and
every step by having already
gleaned knowledge of every
aspect of their lives by seeing their profile updates. I'm
enjoying the mundane mystery
that is produced by leaving
behind my Internet connections with people and returning to real life ones instead.
My roommate and I have been
staying up late recently (which
is not a new thing), but instead
of staying up to robotically surf
Facebook, we're staying up
instead to actually participate
in fun conversations that we
haven't had in a long time.
I know I probably won't
convince many of you that

your lives will be better without Facebook, but I do challenge you to try a week or
so without it just to see what
happens. I guarantee you will
come out of the experience
with some fresh perspectives
and insight into what is actu-

ally important in life. That, and
you'll actually get some work
done for a change.
Liz Hunter is a sophomore
studying English. She enjoys
poking. Send comments to timeo
ut@thetigernews.com.
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Soup du Jour
by Kenny Herring

ANNE SWIFT
STAFF WRITER
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Remember in kindergarten
when the teacher gave you green
sherbet and Sprite floats for St.
Patrick's Day? Well, those days
are long over and it is time to
move on to some more adult
beverages to commemorate
the Irish day o' drinking. Even
though the Irish do not really
consume green beverages on this
holiday, it is still a lot of fun to do
here in the States.
To celebrate the grown-up
way, here is TimeOut's list of
drinks to have on hand to eel-
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JitteryJoes.com

ebrate that fabulous Irish individual: St. Pat!
5. Irish Coffee: What better
way to kick off St. Paddy's day
than with some early morning
Irish whiskey in your Cup o' Joe?
Mix 2/3 part freshly brewed coffee (it does not matter what kind,
you are not going to be tasting it),
1/3 part Irish whiskey (or more),
two teaspoons of sugar and some
whipped cream and you can say
"top o' the morning" the way the
Irish do it.
4. Irish Black Russian: You
will definitely be feeling this
drink inspired by both the Irish
and the Russians. Shake up one
part coffee liqueur and two parts
vodka and pour in a can of Irish
stout and a can of cola. You will
need the best of the Irish luck to
be able to walk when you are
done chugging this.
3. Green Beer: What is St.
Patrick's Day without a dozen
or so pints of shamrock-green
lager? Of course, the Irish do not
typically drink it, but that never

9,2007

stops us. We Americans cannot
very well celebrate this special
day without a few steins full of
the emerald beverage. And let's
be honest: Who does not enjoy
drinking that unnaturally slimecolored green beer? Add several
drops of green food coloring to
your favorite pale ale or light
beer and guzzle it down.
2. Irish Car Bomb: This drink
will really put hair on your chest.
Drop a shot of 1/3 jigger Irish
whiskey and 1/3 jigger Irish
cream liqueur into the bottom
of a pint of Irish stout and chug.
Make sure you drink it all before
it curdles.
1. Black and Tan: To celebrate
the way the Irish really do, fill a
large glass halfway with a bottle
of your favorite ale and carefully
fill it the rest of the way with a
dark stout. If you pour it right,
the stout will float on top of the
ale, rather than mixing into it
creating a layered Irish classic.
The best way to keep them from
mixing while you pour is to rest
a spoon upside down on your
glass and pour the stout over
it to allow it to trickle into the
glass. Let it settle for a minute,
then chug away.
One more beverage to be sure
to have on hand is water. You
will be needing loads of it after
a full day (and night) of guzzling
green stuff. Plan ahead and make
yourself a stack of pancakes for
the morning after to help with
the hangover.

SPRING BREAK:
T-MINUS7DAYS!!

See You Soon!
385 Old Greenville Hwy (93)
in Gateway Plaza
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Better Pizza.
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Triple Play

I
I
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I

Three Medium
One Topping Pizzas

$coo

5

EACH

Coupon Expiree 4/30/07
Tan Not Included

5

| $C99
Not Available For Delivery
Coupon Expires 4/30/07
Tuesdays Only
Tax Mot Included

1

Party Special

I
I

Five Large
One Topping
Pizzas

I

$OQ95

I
I
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Tuesday
Carryout Special
One 14" Large
One Topping

WE ACCEPT TIGERSTRIPE

i4HBI59-PAlM

29

Coupon Expires3/Sg/I17
Ta« Not Included

^■■■■■■11

tew* M, k* watte vat

Dorm Duo
Two Small
10" Cheese Pizzas

7

Late Night Special
One 14" Large
One Topping

$799
C<wgowen»irai4/30W7
T»« Not Included

StudySpecial

One Small
Two Toppings & One
20 oz. Coke Product

5

$C99

Coupon Expires 4/30/07
Tax Not Included

One Extra Large
One Topping
& One Free
2-Liter of Coke

*9

99

Coupon Expires 4/30/07
Tax Not Included

Mfcmy AWer Son Only
Coupon Expiwe 4/30/07
TM Not Included

Dinner for Two
One Large
One Topping
& One Order
of Cheesesticks

Coupon Expires 4/30/07
Tw Not Included

One Large
One Topping

$799
Coupon &q*«4/30/07
Tax
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By Amanda Gurganus
Graphics by Emmett McQuinn & Ross Kucsera

World of Warcraft (WoW) is one of the top
online role-playing games of all time. It has more
than eight million players worldwide, one million
coming from America alone. Even though it has
only had a few years to develop since its release in
2004, WoW has found raging success in the gaming world. A new expansion pack, the Burning
Crusades, was released in mid-January creating a
whole new wave of WoW fanatics.
World of Warcraft got its start from the realtime strategy game Warcraft I. The most recent
release is awardwinning Warcraft III and its
popular expansion pack, The Frozen Throne, a
game in which a player can conquer armies in an
in-depth playing field. It has been going strong for
the past 10 years. The creators of WoW combined
the rich world lore of this highly successful game
with the massively popular role-play gaming action
of record-breaking Diablo.
World of Warcraft is unique to other games
of its kind because of the extras available in the
game. "WoW is one of the few games where two
teams constantly fight each other in Player verse
Player (PvP) mode." said Bill Young, sophomore.
"It makes for a nice change over fighting computer
players again and again."
World of Warcraft is meant to be a fun, exciting and rewarding game to play. The addictive elements embedded in WoW make it hard for players
to leave the sense of accomplishment they achieve
in the game for the hard reality of life. Therefore,
the question is when does a form of entertainment
become an obsession?
People began playing WoW for a number of different reasons: to pass the time, to communicate
with friends or to try the new and latest in the
gaming world. But why do these people continue
playing day in and day out?
Most players had been playing similar games
and simply expanded when the new game was
released. "I have been playing MMORPG-type
games for years." said Jan Rune Holmevik, an
assistant professor in the department of English
at Clemson University. "So when WoW came
out, it was a natural extension of that interest.
I have always enjoyed Blizzard's games. They are
highly polished, stable and entertaining. The social
aspect of the game is just as important for me as
the actual combat-oriented game-play. Also, my
research area is video games, so keeping up with
the latest games is all part of the job."
"It's just fun." said Stephen McCusker, avid
video gamer. "I was growing bored with everything
else. When I played WoW and saw what they
were doing was new and different, that was it.
Nothing else is as good out there. WoW has that
unique combination of elements that make it fun
and addictive so no matter how long you play, you
keep coming back for more."
World of Warcraft creators purposefully integrate addictive elements into the game so that
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"World of Warcraft
is one ofthe top online
role-playing games of
all time [with] more
than eight million
players. »

"... why do these
people
continue
playing day in and
day out?"

'"World of Warcraft
has
that
unique
combination
of
elements that make it
fun and addictive..."
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games] are highly
polished, stable and
entertaining."

"Have fun ... but
remember to go out
with friends and
experience
college
»
life as well.

players stay interested and continue playing. These
elements include the constant quests, the yearning for better armor, the goal to get to the highest
level and the desire to become the best. With this
addictive reality in place, players spend so much
time and energy on the game that they may tend
to turn down social opportunities.
Young had a different experience with the
game. "WoW is a fun way to waste a little extra
time and play with real life friends," said Young.
"Unfortunately, you play to waste a little time,
and the game system demands all of your time."
WoW has a unique way in which players can
be promoted in the game. Holmevik spends a lot
of his time doing administration work as a raid
leader. "I am the leader of a raid community with
150+ people in it, so a lot of my in-game time goes
to administrative work, recruitment, interview of
new candidates, settling player disputes, organizing and leading raids, keeping up with the DKP
accounts and much more." said Holmevik.
To put Holmevik's comments in a greater perspective, here's how DKP works. DKP, or Dragon
Kill Points, is a system where raiders earn points
based on how long they've been on the current
raid and what bosses they've helped kill. The
raiders can then use these points to bid on any
items that the enemies drop during the raid.
These points carry over from raid to raid and
are maintained by the raid leaders as sort of an
account balance. Most raids before the expansion pack required 40 people to complete. It is no
small task to do administrative work for a game.
With the first expansion pack already hitting
the ground running, Blizzard has announced
that they hope to add more expansion packs on
an almost yearly basis. This is great news for most
WoW fans since these means more in-game content for them to play with. But some other players
don't see it that way. "Yeah, when the expansion
was anounced, I, and many other players, had
finally gotten to the point (gear-wise) that we
wanted to be." said Young. "It had taken a long
time and to be honest wasn't worth it. Anyway,
at that point the game became more of a casual
hobby (as I had originally intended it to be),
than a time-consuming addiction. However, having finally reaching my goal, they announced this
expansion, which basically adds 10 new levels
and new items to go with them in order to basically clean the slate of WoW. After the expansions as a result of the new 10 levels, any gear
you spent hours and sometimes years (literally) to
get is now obsolete and you must start again and
drain your life to get back to where you were."
World of Warcraft is a fun and massively pop-\
ular game that is meant to entertain players for
hours. The Burning Crusade is a mostly well-met
addition to the game play that will cause players
to sit in front of their computers for hours. Have
fun leveling that new Blood Elf or Draenei, but
remember to go out with friends and experience
college life as well.
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INCLUDES: High-Speed Internet, Gable,
Water, and Furniture!
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SPECIAL ENDS MARCH 15TH!
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